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DOE PLAINTIFFS’ ADMIN. MOT.  1 Case No. 3:26-cv-10510 
TO PROCEED PSEUDONYMOUSLY 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION 
OLGA AKSELROD (NY Bar No. 4132825)* 
   oakselrod@aclu.org 
VERA EIDELMAN (CA Bar No. 308535)** 
   veidelman@aclu.org 
RACHEL MEEROPOL (NY Bar No. 4100954)* 
   rmeeropol@aclu.org 
ALEXIS AGATHOCLEOUS (NY Bar No. 4227062)* 
   aagathocleous@aclu.org 
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
Telephone: (212) 549-2659 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

(Additional Counsel on Following Page) 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 

ARGHAVAN SALLES; ABIGAIL HATCHER; 
ANDREA ROSSO; ANN D. COHEN-WILSON; 
DOLORES ALBARRACÍN; HEIDI MOSESON; 
JADE PAGKAS-BATHER; JONATHAN KYLE 
DAW; KATIE EDWARDS; KELTON MINOR; 
MICHAEL D. GREEN; SARA JACKSON; 
SUZANNE BELL; JORDAN DOE 1; JORDAN DOE 
2; JORDAN DOE 3; and JORDAN DOE 4, on behalf 
of themselves and all others similarly situated,  

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH; JAY 
BHATTACHARYA, in his official capacity as 
Director of the National Institutes of Health; UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES; ROBERT F. KENNEDY, JR., 
in his official capacity as Secretary of the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services; and 
UNITED STATES DOGE SERVICE, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 3:26-cv-10510 

DOE PLAINTIFFS’ ADMINISTRATIVE 
MOTION TO PROCEED 
PSEUDONYMOUSLY 

* Application for Pro Hac Vice Admission Forthcoming
** Out-of-State Licensee Renewal Pending
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TO PROCEED PSEUDONYMOUSLY 

(Additional Counsel on Behalf of Plaintiffs) 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION  
FOUNDATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GRAYCE ZELPHIN (CA Bar No. 279112) 
   gzelphin@aclunc.org 
CHESSIE THACHER (CA Bar No. 296767) 
   cthacher@aclunc.org  
NEIL K. SAWHNEY (CA Bar No. 300130) 
   nsawhney@aclunc.org 
39 Drumm Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Telephone: (415) 621-2493 

PROTECT DEMOCRACY PROJECT 
SHALINI AGARWAL (DC Bar No. 990963)* 
   shalini.agarwal@protectdemocracy.org 
2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 163 
Washington, DC 20006 
KENNETH PARRENO (TX Bar No. 24130477)* 
   kenneth.parreno@protectdemocracy.org 
15 Main Street, Suite 312  
Watertown, MA 02472 
Telephone: (202) 579-4582 

CENTER FOR SCIENCE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 
LISA S. MANKOFSKY (DC Bar No. 411931)*  
   lmankofsky@cspi.org  
OSCAR HEANUE (DC Bar No. 90036939)* 
   oheanue@cspi.org 
1250 I Street, NW, Suite 500 
Washington, DC 20005  
Telephone: (202) 777-8381  

JACOBSON LAWYERS GROUP  
DANIEL JACOBSON (DC Bar No. 1016621)* 
   dan@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
LYNN EISENBERG (DC Bar No. 1017511)* 
   lynn@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
STEPHEN K. WIRTH (DC Bar No. 1034038)* 
   stephen@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
5100 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 301 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: (301) 823-1148 

* Application for Pro Hac Vice Admission Forthcoming
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DOE PLAINTIFFS’ ADMIN. MOT.            3 Case No.3:26-cv-10510 
TO PROCEED PSEUDONYMOUSLY    

INTRODUCTION 

Plaintiffs Jordan Doe 1, Jordan Doe 2, Jordan Doe 3, and Jordan Doe 4 (collectively “Doe 

Plaintiffs”) respectfully move to proceed pseudonymously in this litigation. This case concerns a 

challenge to National Institutes of Health (NIH) policies terminating research grants, censoring 

researcher speech, or otherwise blocking federal funding for projects expected to communicate 

viewpoints disfavored by the Administration. See Compl., ECF 1 ¶¶ 1–8. Doe Plaintiffs are involved in 

scientific research that NIH has funded and would continue to fund but for these policies. See id. ¶¶ 24–

27. They believe that this litigation is essential to the greater public interest, but they fear government 

retaliation and the personal and professional repercussions resulting from the public disclosure of their 

names. Declaration of Doe 1 (“Doe 1”) ¶¶ 24–27; Declaration of Doe 2 (“Doe 2”) ¶¶ 39–41; Declaration 

of Doe 3 (“Doe 3”) ¶¶ 39–42; Declaration of Doe 4 (“Doe 4”) ¶¶ 31–34. Doe Plaintiffs are particularly 

vulnerable to such repercussions given their respective fields of study, current employment status, 

dependence on NIH funding, and the harassment that they have previously endured. They therefore ask 

the Court to protect their anonymity as this litigation proceeds.1 

ARGUMENT 

Although the law presumes that a litigant should proceed under their true name, this presumption 

may be rebutted where, as here, good cause for pseudonymity exists. See Does I thru XXIII v. Advanced 

Textile Corp., 214 F.3d 1058, 1067 (9th Cir. 2000). In particular, a party may proceed under pseudonym 

upon a showing that its “need for anonymity outweighs prejudice to the opposing party and the public’s 

interest in knowing the party’s identity.” Id. at 1068. Pseudonymity is especially justified when a party 

“reasonably fear[s] severe retaliation.” Id. at 1069. To assess such a threat, a court must consider: (1) the 

reasonableness of the anonymous party’s fears; (2) the severity of the threatened harm; and (3) the 

anonymous party’s vulnerability to retaliation. Id. at 1068. A party need not prove that an actor 

“intend[s] to carry out the threatened retaliation,” but simply that “a reasonable person would believe 

that the threat might actually be carried out” and that the party will be “more effectively protected from 
 

1 Doe Plaintiffs are willing to disclose their identity, as needed, to defense counsel who appear in this 
case. But before any such disclosure might be warranted and given the concerns raised herein, Plaintiffs 
first wish to stipulate to a protective order that would (1) render the Doe Plaintiffs’ identities “Attorneys’ 
Eyes Only,” (2) specify the kinds of information about the Doe Plaintiffs and their grants that should be 
treated as identifying and thus confidential, and (3) prohibit using the fact of each Doe Plaintiff’s 
participation in this litigation for retaliatory purposes. 
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DOE PLAINTIFFS’ ADMIN. MOT.            4 Case No.3:26-cv-10510 
TO PROCEED PSEUDONYMOUSLY    

retaliation by concealing their identit[y]” than if they pursued any other remedy. Id. at 1071. 
 

I. Doe Plaintiffs have a reasonable fear of retaliation and are particularly vulnerable to it.   
A. Given this Administration’s record of punishing speech that it does not favor, 

retaliation against Doe Plaintiffs is likely. 

Since taking office, President Trump has orchestrated a campaign of retaliation against speech 

that he does not favor. He has issued Executive Orders and directed officials in the Administration to 

take punishing actions targeting individuals, scientists, unions, press groups, universities, nonprofits, and 

other organizations which have dared to challenge the President’s script or diverge from his agenda.2 

People have been fired from their jobs, denied government access, stripped of their immigration status 

and deported, or subjected to other retaliatory actions just because of their protected speech.3 The 

retribution has been particularly fierce for those who engage the legal system by, for example, 

advancing civil rights actions and voter protection efforts, or providing legal counsel to political rivals.4 

Doe Plaintiffs are prime targets for retaliation under this rubric. They are individuals whose 

research is expected to result in speech that communicates viewpoints disfavored by the Administration, 

and they are seeking to use the legal system to challenge the government’s unlawful attacks on their 

speech and scientific research. Doe Plaintiffs are therefore in a paradoxical position. On the one hand, 

they believe that this litigation is necessary to stop the government from unlawfully terminating or 

denying NIH grant funding; but on the other, they are concerned that their participation in this litigation 

is likely to result in that very outcome: the loss of NIH grant funding and diminished prospects for future 

funding. Doe 1 ¶¶ 24, 27; Doe 2 ¶¶ 39, 41; Doe 3 ¶¶ 39, 41–42; Doe 4 ¶¶ 31, 34. Either way, losing NIH 

support will be catastrophic to Doe Plaintiffs’ ongoing research and career development. Id. 

 
2 See, e.g., Jim Rutenberg & Maggie Haberman, How Trump Is Wielding Power to Stifle Speech, N.Y. 
Times (Sep. 12, 2026), https://tinyurl.com/5ycaumk2; Alan Blinder, How is Trump Targeting 
Universities and How are They Responding?, N.Y. Times (July 1, 2026), https://tinyurl.com/yw8dx5rz.  
3 See, e.g., Thakur v. Trump, 176 F.4th 1187, 1204 (9th Cir. 2026) (affirming that a putative class of 
scientists was likely to succeed on claim that government had unlawfully canceled their NIH grants due 
to disagreement with scientists’ viewpoint) (cert. pet. pending); Stanford Daily Pub’g Corp. v. Rubio, 
Case No. 25-cv-06618-NW, __ F. Supp. 3d __, 2026 WL 2549090 at *1 (N.D. Cal. Aug. 28, 2026) 
(holding that government had weaponized immigration law to arrest, detain, and deport noncitizens 
“who express opinions the government wants to suppress”); Am. Assoc. of Univ. Professors v. Rubio, 
780 F. Supp. 3d 350, 364–65 (D. Mass. 2025) (identifying multiple instances of retaliation against 
noncitizen students and faculty for protected speech); Eric Katz, Federal agencies threaten, discipline 
employees for mocking Charlie Kirk, Gov. Exec. (Sep. 12, 2025), https://tinyurl.com/87excr9y. 
4 See, e.g., Addressing Risks from Perkins Coie LLP, Exec. Order, Mar. 6, 2025; Addressing Risks from 
WilmerHale, Exec. Order, Mar. 27, 2025. 

Case 3:26-cv-10510-SK     Document 6     Filed 09/16/26     Page 4 of 8



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

DOE PLAINTIFFS’ ADMIN. MOT.            5 Case No.3:26-cv-10510 
TO PROCEED PSEUDONYMOUSLY 

This “double-bind” more than justifies Doe Plaintiffs’ need to proceed under pseudonym. As 

prior courts have ruled, a plaintiff should not have to relinquish a right as a condition of asserting it. See, 

e.g., Doe v. UNUM Life Ins. Co. of Am., 164 F. Supp. 3d 1140, 1145 (N.D. Cal. 2016) (pseudonym

permitted if disclosure of identity would result in the “injury litigated against” occurring); see also M.S.

v. Wermers, 557 F.2d 170, 176 (8th Cir. 1977) (minor not required to “disclose” involvement in case to

her parents because doing so would “nullify” right that she sought to vindicate).

B. Doe Plaintiffs are especially vulnerable to the threatened retaliation.

Each Doe Plaintiff is highly susceptible to the anticipated retaliation given their respective fields

of study, current employment status, dependence on NIH funding, and the prior harassment that they 

have experienced. Doe Plaintiffs have good reason to anticipate that this retaliation will be severe and 

dispensed by both the federal government and third parties alike. For, as Doe 1 explains, the “current 

climate is particularly polarized and hostile, with many examples of the current federal administration or 

the public retaliating against people who are seen as adversarial to it.” Doe 1 ¶¶ 24, 27.  

As discussed supra, Doe Plaintiffs are concerned that their public participation in this case will 

cause the federal government to blacklist them. But Doe Plaintiffs also worry that their participation 

could single them out for more personal scrutiny, harm, and privacy invasions. They are concerned that 

their institutions could target them for “taking a stand” against the government and for suing an “agency 

that is a funder of scientific research.” Doe 2 ¶ 40; see also Doe 1 ¶ 26; Doe 3 ¶ 40; Doe 4 ¶ 32. The 

concern is particularly acute for Does 1 and 4, who work for institutions influenced by state officials 

often hostile to their research. Doe 1 ¶ 26; Doe 3 ¶ 41. Officials at the institution where Doe 4 is 

employed have even emphasized that they will “not hesitate” to fire an employee who participates in 

litigation if that termination is necessary to protect the institution from controversy and disruption. Doe 

4 ¶ 31. Such a threat cannot be discounted given other high-profile incidents where involvement in 

litigation has resulted in the loss of a faculty position.5 

Moreover, Doe Plaintiffs work in areas of research that often engender heated debate. Doe 1’s 

focus, for example, on issues like equity, race, abortion, and reproductive health has made them “a 

5 See, e.g., Andrew Demillo, et al., University of Arkansas Withdraws Incoming Law Dean’s Offer In 
Wake of Republican Complaints, Arkansas Advocate (Jan. 15, 2026), https://tinyurl.com/yc75kwa4 
(withdrawing dean’s offer of employment because dean had signed amicus brief relating to rights of 
transgender athletes). 
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DOE PLAINTIFFS’ ADMIN. MOT.            6 Case No.3:26-cv-10510 
TO PROCEED PSEUDONYMOUSLY 

particular target.” Doe 1 ¶¶ 25–26. Similar negative attention has been directed at Doe 2, who focuses 

on the impacts of structural racism on public health; on Doe 3, who focuses on gender-affirming care for 

transgender adults and youth; and on Doe 4, who focuses on LGBTQ+ populations and racially 

marginalized groups. Doe 2 ¶ 39; Doe 3 ¶ 39; Doe 4 ¶¶ 31–32. Doe Plaintiffs fear that publicly 

participating in this lawsuit will elevate their profiles, thereby threatening their safety, as well as the 

safety of their mentors, colleagues, and family. Doe 1 ¶¶ 25–26; Doe 2 ¶ 39; Doe 3 ¶ 39; Doe 4 ¶ 31.  

Doe Plaintiffs are especially concerned that their public participation will exacerbate the 

harassment that they have previously experienced, leading to more privacy invasions, doxxing, and 

intimidation. Doe 2’s experience in this regard is instructive: in “the recent past,” Doe 2 “received 

negative attention in the media,” which generated “hate mail.” Doe 2 ¶ 39. Doe 2 became so concerned 

that “someone would confront or attack [them] in person” that Doe 2 changed their office routine, 

worked less in person, and changed their mode of transportation. Id. Doe 3 has similarly received 

threatening “hateful emails” and been the subject of offensive online videos. Doe 3 ¶ 39. And Doe 1 is 

“keenly aware” of the violent acts that have been directed at clinics and researchers working in Doe 1’s 

field. Doe 1 ¶¶ 25–26. Pro-life organizations have targeted colleagues within Doe 1’s research group and 

made it unsafe for them to be on campus. Id. ¶ 25. One of Doe 1’s colleagues was threatened because 

they had provided abortion care, while another was compelled to move out of state for safety reasons. Id. 

Yet another wrote an op-ed that generated threatening emails, including allusions to being killed. Id.  

Taken together, the safety concerns and threatened privacy invasions about which Doe Plaintiffs 

worry rise to a level that other courts have found “plainly severe” and sufficient to justify proceeding 

under pseudonym. Doe v. GitHub, 672 F. Supp. 3d 837, 853 (N.D. Cal. 2023) (death threats grounds to 

proceed pseudonymously); Doe v. Stegall, 653 F.2d 180, 185 (5th Cir. 1981) (community hostility). 

II. Doe Plaintiffs’ need for anonymity outweighs any prejudice to Defendants.

Anonymizing Doe Plaintiffs’ identities is not prejudicial to the government because Doe

Plaintiffs are willing to disclose their identities to the defense, thus ensuring that Defendants are able to 

respond to this putative class action. Specifically, Doe Plaintiffs intend to seek an order like the one 

issued in American Public Health Assoc. v. National Institutes of Health, Case No. 1:25-cv-10787-WGY 

(D. Mass.), which involved claims by researchers similarly situated to the Doe Plaintiffs in this case. 
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DOE PLAINTIFFS’ ADMIN. MOT.            7 Case No.3:26-cv-10510 
TO PROCEED PSEUDONYMOUSLY 

There, both plaintiffs and the government stipulated that certain non-plaintiff Doe witnesses had privacy 

concerns and fears of retaliation. They agreed to address these concerns by mutually assenting to the 

entry of an order that (1) identified the kind of information about the witnesses and their grants that was 

potentially identifying, (2) allowed for the protected disclosure of a witness’s identity to the defense 

where necessary to the litigation, and (3) barred the fact of the witnesses’ participation from being used 

against them in future NIH funding decisions. See id., ECF No. 63 at 2 (May 5, 2025); see also GitHub, 

672 F. Supp. 3d at 853-54 (no prejudice where true names disclosed subject to protective order). 

III. Safeguarding Doe Plaintiffs’ identities serves, rather than harms, the public interest.

The claims advanced in this litigation are in the public interest because they challenge

government misconduct and censorship. Publicly disclosing Doe Plaintiffs’ names would undermine this 

interest because it would deter Doe Plaintiffs from proceeding in this case. Doe Plaintiffs, and others, 

might also be deterred from challenging other unlawful government action in the future where the risk of 

retaliation is high. This result would further harm the public by diminishing the cases brought to 

vindicate constitutional rights and hold the government accountable for misconduct. See In re Meta 

Pixel Healthcare Litig, No. 22-CV-03580-WHO, 2025 WL 807954, at *2 (N.D. Cal. Mar. 12, 2025) (the 

public interest “weighs strongly in favor” of allowing anonymity for plaintiffs seeking to vindicate their 

rights). Conversely, the public need not know Doe Plaintiffs’ names to comprehend what is at stake. 

Indeed, their names are largely “irrelevant to the public’s understanding of this case.” Id. This is 

particularly so where other named plaintiffs—who are similarly situated with respect to the legal claims 

in this case, but differently impacted by the threat of harassment and retaliation—can show the public 

how these fundamental legal issues impact individuals. See generally Advanced Textile Corp., 214 F.3d 

at 1072 n.15 (“[T]he question whether there is a constitutional right to abortion is of immense public 

interest, but the public did not suffer by not knowing the plaintiff’s true name in Roe v. Wade.”). 

CONCLUSION 

Doe Plaintiffs have a reasonable fear that they will be harassed and retaliated against if they 

proceed in their own names and they have shown why they are especially vulnerable to such retaliatory 

action. Because their need for anonymity outweighs any prejudice to Defendants and the public, this 

Motion should be granted. 
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DOE PLAINTIFFS’ ADMIN. MOT.            8 Case No.3:26-cv-10510 
TO PROCEED PSEUDONYMOUSLY 

Dated: September 16, 2026 Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Neil K. Sawhney___________ 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION  
FOUNDATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
Grayce Zelphin 
Chessie Thacher 
Neil K. Sawhney 
39 Drumm Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Telephone: (415) 621-2493 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
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[PROPOSED] ORDER RE: ADMIN. MOT.                 1     Case No.3:26-cv-10510  
TO PROCEED PSEUDONYMOUSLY     

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION 
OLGA AKSELROD (NY Bar No. 4132825)* 
   oakselrod@aclu.org 
VERA EIDELMAN (CA Bar No. 308535)** 
   veidelman@aclu.org 
RACHEL MEEROPOL (NY Bar No. 4100954)*  
   rmeeropol@aclu.org 
ALEXIS AGATHOCLEOUS (NY Bar No. 4227062)* 
   aagathocleous@aclu.org 
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
Telephone: (212) 549-2659 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 
(Additional Counsel on Following Page) 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 
 
ARGHAVAN SALLES; ABIGAIL HATCHER; 
ANDREA ROSSO; ANN D. COHEN-WILSON; 
DOLORES ALBARRACÍN; HEIDI MOSESON; 
JADE PAGKAS-BATHER; JONATHAN KYLE 
DAW; KATIE EDWARDS; KELTON MINOR; 
MICHAEL D. GREEN; SARA JACKSON; 
SUZANNE BELL; JORDAN DOE 1; JORDAN DOE 
2; JORDAN DOE 3; and JORDAN DOE 4, on behalf 
of themselves and all others similarly situated,  
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 
 v. 
 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH; JAY 
BHATTACHARYA, in his official capacity as 
Director of the National Institutes of Health; UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES; ROBERT F. KENNEDY, JR., 
in his official capacity as Secretary of the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services; and 
UNITED STATES DOGE SERVICE, 
 
 Defendants. 
 

Case No. 3:26-cv-10510 
 

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING 
DOE PLAINTIFFS’ ADMINISTRATIVE 
MOTION TO PROCEED 
PSEUDONYMPOUSLY 
 
 
 

 
 
* Application for Pro Hac Vice Admission Forthcoming 
** Out-of-State Licensee Renewal Pending 
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(Additional Counsel on Behalf of Plaintiffs) 
 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION  
FOUNDATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GRAYCE ZELPHIN (CA Bar No. 279112) 
   gzelphin@aclunc.org 
CHESSIE THACHER (CA Bar No. 296767) 
   cthacher@aclunc.org  
NEIL K. SAWHNEY (CA Bar No. 300130) 
   nsawhney@aclunc.org 
39 Drumm Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Telephone: (415) 621-2493 
 
PROTECT DEMOCRACY PROJECT 
SHALINI AGARWAL (DC Bar No. 990963)* 
   shalini.agarwal@protectdemocracy.org 
2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 163 
Washington, DC 20006 
KENNETH PARRENO (TX Bar No. 24130477)* 
   kenneth.parreno@protectdemocracy.org 
15 Main Street, Suite 312  
Watertown, MA 02472 
Telephone: (202) 579-4582  
 
CENTER FOR SCIENCE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 
LISA S. MANKOFSKY (DC Bar No. 411931)* 
   lmankofsky@cspi.org  
OSCAR HEANUE (DC Bar No. 90036939)* 
   oheanue@cspi.org 
1250 I Street, NW, Suite 500  
Washington, DC 20005  
Telephone: (202) 777-8381  
 
JACOBSON LAWYERS GROUP 
DANIEL F. JACOBSON (DC Bar No. 1016621)* 
   dan@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
LYNN D. EISENBERG (DC Bar No. 1017511)* 
   lynn@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
STEPHEN K. WIRTH (DC Bar No. 1034038)* 
   stephen@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
5100 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 301 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: (301) 823-1148 
 
 
* Application for Pro Hac Vice Admission Forthcoming  
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[PROPOSED] ORDER RE: ADMIN. MOT.                 3     Case No.3:26-cv-10510  
TO PROCEED PSEUDONYMOUSLY     

[PROPOSED] ORDER 

The Court, having considered the Doe Plaintiffs’ Administrative Motion to Proceed 

Pseudonymously and upon a finding of good cause, hereby GRANTS Jordan Doe 1, Jordan Doe 2, 

Jordan Doe 3, and Jordan Doe 4 permission to proceed under pseudonym. All public filings shall refer 

to these Doe Plaintiffs only by their designated pseudonyms. 

 

SO ORDERED.  

 

Dated: __________________      ____________ 
United States District Judge 

 

Case 3:26-cv-10510-SK     Document 6-1     Filed 09/16/26     Page 3 of 3



1  

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 
 

DECLARATION OF                   1                                     Case No. 3:26-cv-10510 
[JORDAN DOE 1]   

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION 
OLGA AKSELROD (NY Bar No. 4132825)* 
   oakselrod@aclu.org 
VERA EIDELMAN (CA Bar No. 308535) 
   veidelman@aclu.org 
RACHEL MEEROPOL (NY Bar No. 4100954)*  
   rmeeropol@aclu.org 
ALEXIS AGATHOCLEOUS (NY Bar No. 4227062)* 
   aagathocleous@aclu.org 
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
Telephone: (212) 549-2659 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 
(Additional Counsel on Following Page) 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 
 
ARGHAVAN SALLES; ABIGAIL HATCHER; 
ANDREA ROSSO; ANN D. COHEN-WILSON; 
DOLORES ALBARRACÍN; HEIDI MOSESON; 
JADE PAGKAS-BATHER, JONATHAN KYLE 
DAW; KATIE EDWARDS; KELTON MINOR; 
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threats and harassment and had her license threatened after she spoke publicly about providing an 

abortion to a patient traveling from Ohio. In addition to abortion providers, I have research colleagues 

who have also experienced increased scrutiny and harassment from the public because of their work. Dr. 

Tamara Kay was a sociology professor at Notre Dame who made statements offering help to students 

who had experienced sexual assault, but the statements were interpreted by the student newspaper as 

offering to provide students abortion pills (abortion was illegal in Indiana at the time). Dr. Kay 

experienced a coordinated targeting effort involving students and faculty, faced threats and harassment 

to herself and her family, and eventually moved states and Universities. Another colleague shared with 

me that after authoring an op-ed about her state’s proposed abortion restriction, her and her co-authors 

received threatening emails, particularly one from a man who called them criminals and asked if they 

wanted to be killed. Finally, I also have colleagues within my research group who were targeted by a 

pro-life organization’s protest and were recommended by campus police not to come to campus on the 

two days that the protest was scheduled for to protect their own safety. 

26. I am also worried about professional repercussions.  As research staff I am not on the 

tenure track, and so I do not have the job security of a tenured professor.  Thus, I worry that public 

participation in the litigation could lead to threats to my job security.  Additionally, because I work for a 

public university in a state whose government is relatively hostile to my area of work, I also worry about 

retaliation from members of the state government, or members of the governor-appointed board of 

trustees at my university, if my involvement in this litigation were to be public. I worry about this 

affecting both my job security, and the long-term security of the research program in which I participate. 

27. I also fear that public participation in this litigation could jeopardize my future eligibility 

for federal research funding, which is essential to my long-term academic and research goals.   

28. I understand that, as a class representative, I represent the interests of everyone in the 

class, and not just myself. I am prepared to stay informed about what is happening with my case and 

stay in touch with my attorneys to give them information they need. I am committed to being a class 

representative because I do not want other researchers to be subjected to the same unlawful policies and 

actions that I have experienced. I have never served as a class representative in any prior action.   
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Similar reviews could be coming to other federal agencies. On 29 May, the White House

proposed rules that would give political appointees unheard-of control over scientific

grant-making.

“We’re the test case,” says an NIH programme officer. “The new rules would essentially

codify the administration’s ability to restrict funding on anything because they don’t like

the topics or the words” used in the applications.

The Trump administration has criticized the federal grant-making process as opaque

and unaccountable. Grants have been used “to promote a ‘woke’ policy agenda that did

not reflect the values of the vast majority of the American public”, says the 29 May

proposal to overhaul grant-making.

In response to Nature's queries about the grant-screening process, an NIH spokesperson

said that “there are no ‘banned word’ lists at NIH, and funding decisions are not based on

specific words or phrases.” Internal documents suggest that the agency does not ban

these words, but projects that use them are much more likely to be scrutinized by

programme officers who use the tool and by NIH and HHS officials reviewing the project.

Weeks after Trump took office in January 2025, his administration began terminating

thousands of grants on disfavoured topics, such as diversity, equity and inclusion,

climate change, misinformation, vaccine hesitancy and what it called ‘gender ideology’.

Billionaire Elon Musk’s Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) directed these

terminations, Nature previously reported.

As DOGE’s influence in government waned, NIH leaders formalized a screening process

by creating an algorithm that checks applications for a list of disfavoured terms (see

Supplementary information). As of February, the list included 235 terms, which serve as

an “indicator that the grant likely needs, at a minimum, a revision to align its

terminology with NIH priorities”, according to one internal document.

6/29/26, 11:41 AM Inside the new political screening that’s stalling NIH grants

https //www nature com/articles/d41586 026 01924 8 4/10
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 
 
ARGHAVAN SALLES; ABIGAIL HATCHER; 
ANDREA ROSSO; ANN D. COHEN-WILSON; 
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SUZANNE BELL; JORDAN DOE 1; JORDAN DOE 
2; JORDAN DOE 3; and JORDAN DOE 4, on behalf 
of themselves and all others similarly situated,  
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 v. 
 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH; JAY 
BHATTACHARYA, in his official capacity as 
Director of the National Institutes of Health; UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES; ROBERT F. KENNEDY, JR., 
in his official capacity as Secretary of the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services; and 
UNITED STATES DOGE SERVICE, 
 
 Defendants. 
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 [JORDAN DOE 2] 

 
 
 

 
 
 
* Application for Pro Hac Vice Admission Forthcoming

Case 3:26-cv-10510-SK     Document 8     Filed 09/16/26     Page 1 of 12



1  

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 
 

 
DECLARATION OF                                2                                       Case No. 3:26-cv-10510 

 [JORDAN DOE 2]   

(Additional Counsel on Behalf of Plaintiffs) 
 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION  
FOUNDATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GRAYCE ZELPHIN (CA Bar No. 279112) 
   gzelphin@aclunc.org 
CHESSIE THACHER (CA Bar No. 296767) 
   cthacher@aclunc.org  
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Washington, DC 20006 
KENNETH PARRENO (TX Bar No. 24130477)* 
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Telephone: (202) 579-4582 
 
CENTER FOR SCIENCE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 
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OSCAR HEANUE (DC Bar No. 90036939)*  
   oheanue@cspi.org 
1250 I Street, NW, Suite 500  
Washington, DC 20005  
Telephone: (202) 777-8381  
 
JACOBSON LAWYERS GROUP 
DANIEL F. JACOBSON (DC Bar No. 1016621)* 
   dan@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
LYNN D. EISENBERG (DC Bar No. 1017511)* 
   lynn@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
STEPHEN K. WIRTH (DC Bar No. 1034038)* 
   stephen@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
5100 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 301 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: (301) 823-1148 
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  Notice of Award   
RESEARCH SCIENTIST DEVELOPMENT AWARD  
Department of Health and Human Services 

 

 
National Institutes of Health 

 

 

     
 

   SECTION I – AWARD DATA –  
 

 
 
Principal Investigator(s):   

 
 
Award e-mailed to:  
 
Dear Authorized Official: 
 
The National Institutes of Health hereby awards a grant in the amount of  (see “Award 
Calculation” in Section I and “Terms and Conditions” in Section III) to  

 in support of the above referenced project.  This award is pursuant to the authority of 42 USC 
241  42 CFR 52  and is subject to the requirements of this statute and regulation and of other referenced, 
incorporated or attached terms and conditions. 
 
Acceptance of this award, including the "Terms and Conditions," is acknowledged by the recipient when 
funds are drawn down or otherwise requested from the grant payment system. 
 
Each publication, press release, or other document about research supported by an NIH award  must 
include an acknowledgment of NIH award support and a disclaimer such as “Research reported in this 
publication was supported by the  of the National Institutes of Health under 
Award Number . The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not 
necessarily represent the official views of   the National Institutes of Health.” Prior to issuing a press 
release concerning the outcome of this research, please notify the NIH awarding IC in advance to allow for 
coordination. 
 
Award recipients must promote objectivity in research by establishing standards that provide a 
reasonable expectation that the design, conduct and reporting of research funded under NIH awards will 
be free from bias resulting from an Investigator’s Financial Conflict of Interest (FCOI), in accordance with 
the 2011 revised regulation at 42 CFR Part 50 Subpart F.   The Institution shall submit all FCOI reports to 
the NIH through the eRA Commons FCOI Module. The regulation does not apply to Phase I Small Business 
Innovative Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) awards. Consult the NIH 
website http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/coi/ for a link to the regulation and additional important 
information. 
 
If you have any questions about this award, please direct questions to the Federal Agency contacts. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 

 
Grants Management Officer 

 
 
Additional information follows 

 
 

Case 3:26-cv-10510-SK     Document 8-1     Filed 09/16/26     Page 3 of 7



Case 3:26-cv-10510-SK     Document 8-1     Filed 09/16/26     Page 4 of 7



                                                                          

  Page 4 of 6  
  Version:  | Generated on:                       
    

 b.  Conditions on activities and expenditure of funds in other statutory requirements, such as 
those included in appropriations acts. 

 c.  45 CFR Part 75. 
 d. National Policy Requirements and all other requirements described in the NIH Grants Policy 

Statement, including addenda in effect as of the beginning date of the budget period. 
 e. Federal Award Performance Goals: As required by the periodic report in the RPPR or in the final 

progress report when applicable. 
 f. This award notice, INCLUDING THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS CITED BELOW. 
  
(See NIH Home Page at http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm for certain 
references cited above.) 
 
Research and Development (R&D):  All awards issued by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) meet the 
definition of “Research and Development” at 45 CFR Part§ 75.2. As such, auditees should identify NIH 
awards as part of the R&D cluster on the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA). The auditor 
should test NIH awards for compliance as instructed in Part V, Clusters of Programs. NIH recognizes that 
some awards may have another classification for purposes of indirect costs. The auditor is not required to 
report the disconnect (i.e., the award is classified as R&D for Federal Audit Requirement purposes but 
non-research for indirect cost rate purposes), unless the auditee is charging indirect costs at a rate other 
than the rate(s) specified in the award document(s).  
 
  
This institution is a signatory to the Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP) Phase VII Agreement which 
requires active institutional participation in new or ongoing FDP demonstrations and pilots. 
 
An unobligated balance may be carried over into the next budget period without Grants Management 
Officer prior approval. 
 
This grant is subject to Streamlined Noncompeting Award Procedures (SNAP). 
 
This award is subject to the requirements of 2 CFR Part 25 for institutions to obtain a unique entity 
identifier (UEI) and maintain an active registration in the System for Award Management (SAM).  Should a 
consortium/subaward be issued under this award, a UEI requirement must be included.   See 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm for the full NIH award term implementing this 
requirement and other additional information. 
 
This award has been assigned the Federal Award Identification Number (FAIN) . Recipients 
must document the assigned FAIN on each consortium/subaward issued under this award. 
 
Based on the project period start date of this project, this award is likely subject to the Transparency Act 
subaward and executive compensation reporting requirement of 2 CFR Part 170. There are conditions 
that may exclude this award; see http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm for additional 
award applicability information. 
 
In accordance with P.L. 110-161, compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy is now mandatory. For 
more information, see NOT-OD-08-033 and the Public Access website: http://publicaccess.nih.gov/. 
 
 
  
 
Recipients must administer the project in compliance with federal civil rights laws that prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, and comply with applicable 
conscience protections. The recipient will comply with applicable laws that prohibit discrimination on the 
basis of sex, which includes discrimination on the basis of gender identity, sexual orientation, and 
pregnancy. Compliance with these laws requires taking reasonable steps to provide meaningful access to 
persons with limited English proficiency and providing programs that are accessible to and usable by 
persons with disabilities. The HHS Office for Civil Rights provides guidance on complying with civil rights 
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laws enforced by HHS. See https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-providers/provider-
obligations/index.html and https://www.hhs.gov/.  
 

• Recipients of FFA must ensure that their programs are accessible to persons with limited English 
proficiency. For guidance on meeting the legal obligation to take reasonable steps to ensure 
meaningful access to programs or activities by limited English proficient individuals, 
see https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-individuals/special-topics/limited-english-
proficiency/fact-sheet-guidance/index.html and https://www.lep.gov.  

• For information on an institution’s specific legal obligations for serving qualified individuals with 
disabilities, including providing program access, reasonable modifications, and to provide 
effective communication, see 
http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/civilrights/understanding/disability/index.html.  

• HHS funded health and education programs must be administered in an environment free of 
sexual harassment; see https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-individuals/sex-
discrimination/index.html. For information about NIH's commitment to supporting a safe and 
respectful work environment, who to contact with questions or concerns, and what NIH's 
expectations are for institutions and the individuals supported on NIH-funded awards, please see  
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/harassment.htm.  

• For guidance on administering programs in compliance with applicable federal religious 
nondiscrimination laws and applicable federal conscience protection and associated anti-
discrimination laws, see https://www.hhs.gov/conscience/conscience-protections/index.html 
and https://www.hhs.gov/conscience/religious-freedom/index.html.  

  
In accordance with the regulatory requirements provided at 45 CFR 75.113 and Appendix XII to 45 CFR 
Part 75, recipients that have currently active Federal grants, cooperative agreements, and procurement 
contracts with cumulative total value greater than $10,000,000 must report and maintain information in 
the System for Award Management (SAM) about civil, criminal, and administrative proceedings in 
connection with the award or performance of a Federal award that reached final disposition within the 
most recent five-year period.  The recipient must also make semiannual disclosures regarding such 
proceedings. Proceedings information will be made publicly available in the designated integrity and 
performance system (currently the Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity Information System 
(FAPIIS)). Full reporting requirements and procedures are found in Appendix XII to 45 CFR Part 75. This 
term does not apply to NIH fellowships. 
Treatment of Program Income: 
Additional Costs 
 

  SECTION IV –   SPECIFIC AWARD CONDITIONS –   
 
 
Clinical Trial Indicator: No                            
This award does not support any NIH-defined Clinical Trials. See the NIH Grants Policy Statement Section 1.2 
for NIH definition of Clinical Trial. 

 

This award includes funds for twelve months of support.  The competing 
budget period is awarded for less than 12 months.  Continuation awards 
will cycle each year on . The Research Performance Progress Report 
(RPPR) is due 45 days prior to this date for SNAP awards or 60 days prior 
for non-SNAP awards. 
  
Funding for this award has been provided by . 
 
 
 
SPREADSHEET SUMMARY 
AWARD NUMBER:   
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INSTITUTION:  
 
Budget Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 
Salaries and Wages      
Fringe Benefits      
Personnel Costs (Subtotal)      
Other      
TOTAL FEDERAL DC      
TOTAL FEDERAL F&A      
TOTAL COST      
 
 
Facilities and Administrative 
Costs 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

F&A Cost Rate 1      
F&A Cost Base 1      
F&A Costs 1      
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  Notice of Award   
RESEARCH SCIENTIST DEVELOPMENT AWARD  
Department of Health and Human Services 

 

 
National Institutes of Health 

 

 

     
 

   SECTION I – AWARD DATA –  REVISED 
 

 
 
Principal Investigator(s):   

 
 
Award e-mailed to:  
 
Dear Authorized Official: 
 
The National Institutes of Health hereby revises this award  (see “Award Calculation” in Section I and “Terms 
and Conditions” in Section III) to  in support of the above 
referenced project.  This award is pursuant to the authority of 42 USC 241  42 CFR 52  and is subject to the 
requirements of this statute and regulation and of other referenced, incorporated or attached terms and 
conditions. 
 
Acceptance of this award, including the "Terms and Conditions," is acknowledged by the recipient when 
funds are drawn down or otherwise requested from the grant payment system. 
 
Each publication, press release, or other document about research supported by an NIH award  must include 
an acknowledgment of NIH award support and a disclaimer such as “Research reported in this publication 
was supported by the  of the National Institutes of Health under Award Number 

. The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the 
official views of   the National Institutes of Health.” Prior to issuing a press release concerning the outcome 
of this research, please notify the NIH awarding IC in advance to allow for coordination. 
 
Award recipients must promote objectivity in research by establishing standards that provide a reasonable 
expectation that the design, conduct and reporting of research funded under NIH awards will be free from 
bias resulting from an Investigator’s Financial Conflict of Interest (FCOI), in accordance with the 2011 
revised regulation at 42 CFR Part 50 Subpart F.   The Institution shall submit all FCOI reports to the NIH 
through the eRA Commons FCOI Module. The regulation does not apply to Phase I Small Business 
Innovative Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) awards. Consult the NIH 
website http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/coi/ for a link to the regulation and additional important 
information. 
 
If you have any questions about this award, please direct questions to the Federal Agency contacts. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 

 
Grants Management Officer 

 
 
Additional information follows 

 
 
 
 
 

Cumulative Award Calculations for this Budget Period (U.S. Dollars) 
Salaries and Wages           
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This institution is a signatory to the Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP) Phase VII Agreement which 
requires active institutional participation in new or ongoing FDP demonstrations and pilots. 
 
An unobligated balance may be carried over into the next budget period without Grants Management Officer 
prior approval. 
 
This grant is subject to Streamlined Noncompeting Award Procedures (SNAP). 
 
This award is subject to the requirements of 2 CFR Part 25 for institutions to obtain a unique entity identifier 
(UEI) and maintain an active registration in the System for Award Management (SAM).  Should a 
consortium/subaward be issued under this award, a UEI requirement must be included.   See 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm for the full NIH award term implementing this 
requirement and other additional information. 
 
This award has been assigned the Federal Award Identification Number (FAIN) . Recipients 
must document the assigned FAIN on each consortium/subaward issued under this award. 
 
Based on the project period start date of this project, this award is likely subject to the Transparency Act 
subaward and executive compensation reporting requirement of 2 CFR Part 170. There are conditions that 
may exclude this award; see http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm for additional award 
applicability information. 
 
In accordance with P.L. 110-161, compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy is now mandatory. For more 
information, see NOT-OD-08-033 and the Public Access website: http://publicaccess.nih.gov/. 
 
 
 This award represents the final year of the competitive segment for this grant. See the NIH Grants Policy 
Statement Section 8.6 Closeout for complete closeout requirements at: 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/policy.htm#gps. 
 
A final expenditure Federal Financial Report (FFR) (SF 425) must be submitted through the Payment 
Management System (PMS) within 120 days of the period of performance end date; see the NIH Grants 
Policy Statement Section 8.6.1 Financial Reports, http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/policy.htm#gps, for 
additional information on this submission requirement. The final FFR must indicate the exact balance of 
unobligated funds and may not reflect any unliquidated obligations. There must be no discrepancies 
between the final FFR expenditure data and the real-time cash drawdown data in PMS. NIH will close the 
awards using the last recorded cash drawdown level in PMS for awards that do not require a final FFR on 
expenditures.  It is important to note that for financial closeout, if a grantee fails to submit a required final 
expenditure FFR, NIH will close the grant using the last recorded cash drawdown level. 
 
A Final Invention Statement and Certification form (HHS 568), (not applicable to training, construction, 
conference or cancer education grants) must be submitted within 120 days of the expiration date. The HHS 
568 form may be downloaded at: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms.htm.  This paragraph does not apply to 
Training grants, Fellowships, and certain other programs—i.e., activity codes C06, D42, D43, D71, DP7, G07, 
G08, G11, K12, K16, K30, P09, P40, P41, P51, R13, R25, R28, R30, R90, RL5, RL9, S10, S14, S15, U13, U14, U41, 
U42, U45, UC6, UC7, UR2, X01, X02.  
 
Unless an application for competitive renewal is submitted, a Final Research Performance Progress Report 
(Final RPPR) must also be submitted within 120 days of the period of performance end date. If a competitive 
renewal application is submitted prior to that date, then an Interim RPPR must be submitted by that date as 
well. Instructions for preparing an Interim or Final RPPR are at:  
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/rppr/rppr_instruction_guide.pdf. Any other specific requirements set forth in 
the terms and conditions of the award must also be addressed in the Interim or Final RPPR. Note that data 
reported within Section I of the Interim and Final RPPR forms will be made public and should be written for a 
lay person audience.   
 
NIH requires electronic submission of the final invention statement through the Closeout feature in the 
Commons. 
 
NOTE:  If this is the final year of a competitive segment due to the transfer of the grant to another institution, 
then a Final RPPR is not required.  However, a final expenditure FFR is required and must be submitted 
electronically as noted above.  If not already submitted, the Final Invention Statement is required and should 
be sent directly to the assigned Grants Management Specialist.  
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Recipients must administer the project in compliance with federal civil rights laws that prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, and comply with applicable 
conscience protections. The recipient will comply with applicable laws that prohibit discrimination on the 
basis of sex, which includes discrimination on the basis of gender identity, sexual orientation, and 
pregnancy. Compliance with these laws requires taking reasonable steps to provide meaningful access to 
persons with limited English proficiency and providing programs that are accessible to and usable by 
persons with disabilities. The HHS Office for Civil Rights provides guidance on complying with civil rights 
laws enforced by HHS. See https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-providers/provider-obligations/index.html 
and https://www.hhs.gov/.  
 

· Recipients of FFA must ensure that their programs are accessible to persons with limited English 
proficiency. For guidance on meeting the legal obligation to take reasonable steps to ensure 
meaningful access to programs or activities by limited English proficient individuals, 
see https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-individuals/special-topics/limited-english-proficiency/fact-
sheet-guidance/index.html and https://www.lep.gov.  

· For information on an institution’s specific legal obligations for serving qualified individuals with 
disabilities, including providing program access, reasonable modifications, and to provide effective 
communication, see http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/civilrights/understanding/disability/index.html.  

· HHS funded health and education programs must be administered in an environment free of sexual 
harassment; see https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-individuals/sex-discrimination/index.html. 
For information about NIH's commitment to supporting a safe and respectful work environment, 
who to contact with questions or concerns, and what NIH's expectations are for institutions and the 
individuals supported on NIH-funded awards, please see  
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/harassment.htm.  

· For guidance on administering programs in compliance with applicable federal religious 
nondiscrimination laws and applicable federal conscience protection and associated anti-
discrimination laws, see https://www.hhs.gov/conscience/conscience-protections/index.html and 
https://www.hhs.gov/conscience/religious-freedom/index.html.  

  
In accordance with the regulatory requirements provided at 45 CFR 75.113 and Appendix XII to 45 CFR Part 
75, recipients that have currently active Federal grants, cooperative agreements, and procurement contracts 
with cumulative total value greater than $10,000,000 must report and maintain information in the System for 
Award Management (SAM) about civil, criminal, and administrative proceedings in connection with the 
award or performance of a Federal award that reached final disposition within the most recent five-year 
period.  The recipient must also make semiannual disclosures regarding such proceedings. Proceedings 
information will be made publicly available in the designated integrity and performance system (currently 
the Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity Information System (FAPIIS)). Full reporting requirements 
and procedures are found in Appendix XII to 45 CFR Part 75. This term does not apply to NIH fellowships. 
 
 
Treatment of Program Income: 
Additional Costs 
 
Recipient is compliant with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, as amended, 20 U.S.C. §§ 1681 
et seq., including the requirements set forth in Presidential Executive Order 14168 titled Defending Women 
From Gender Ideology Extremism and Restoring Biological Truth to the Federal Government, and Title VI of 
the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d et seq., and Recipient will remain compliant for the duration 
of the Agreement. 

· The above requirements are conditions of payment that go the essence of the Agreement and are 
therefore material terms of the Agreement. 

· Payments under the Agreement are predicated on compliance with the above requirements, and 
therefore Recipient is not eligible for funding under the Agreement or to retain any funding under 
the Agreement absent compliance with the above requirements. 

· Recipient acknowledges that this certification reflects a change in the government’s position 
regarding the materiality of the foregoing requirements and therefore any prior payment of similar 
claims does not reflect the materiality of the foregoing requirements to this Agreement. 

· Recipient acknowledges that a knowing false statement relating to Recipient’s compliance with the 
above requirements and/or eligibility for the Agreement may subject Recipient to liability under the 
False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C. § 3729, and/or criminal liability, including under 18 U.S.C. §§ 287 and 
1001. 
 

  SECTION IV –   SPECIFIC AWARD CONDITIONS –   REVISED 
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 [JORDAN DOE 3]  

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION 
OLGA AKSELROD (NY Bar No. 4132825)* 
   oakselrod@aclu.org 
VERA EIDELMAN (CA Bar No. 308535) 
   veidelman@aclu.org 
RACHEL MEEROPOL (NY Bar No. 4100954)*  
   rmeeropol@aclu.org 
ALEXIS AGATHOCLEOUS (NY Bar No. 4227062)* 
   aagathocleous@aclu.org 
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
Telephone: (212) 549-2659 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 
(Additional Counsel on Following Page) 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 
 
ARGHAVAN SALLES; ABIGAIL HATCHER; 
ANDREA ROSSO; ANN D. COHEN-WILSON; 
DOLORES ALBARRACÍN; HEIDI MOSESON; 
JADE PAGKAS-BATHER; JONATHAN KYLE 
DAW; KATIE EDWARDS; KELTON MINOR; 
SARA JACKSON; SUZANNE BELL; JORDAN DOE 
1; JORDAN DOE 2; JORDAN DOE 3; and JORDAN 
DOE 4, on behalf of themselves and all others similarly 
situated,  
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 
 v. 
 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH; JAY 
BHATTACHARYA, in his official capacity as 
Director of the National Institutes of Health; UNITED 
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  Notice of Award   
RESEARCH SCIENTIST DEVELOPMENT AWARD  
Department of Health and Human Services 

 

 
National Institutes of Health 

 

 

     
 

   SECTION I – AWARD DATA –  
 

 
 
Principal Investigator(s):   

 
 
Award e-mailed to:  
 
Dear Authorized Official: 
 
The National Institutes of Health hereby awards a grant in the amount of  (see “Award Calculation” 
in Section I and “Terms and Conditions” in Section III) to  in support of the above 
referenced project.  This award is pursuant to the authority of 42 USC 241  42 CFR 52  and is subject to the 
requirements of this statute and regulation and of other referenced, incorporated or attached terms and 
conditions. 
 
Acceptance of this award, including the "Terms and Conditions," is acknowledged by the recipient when 
funds are drawn down or otherwise requested from the grant payment system. 
 
Each publication, press release, or other document about research supported by an NIH award  must include 
an acknowledgment of NIH award support and a disclaimer such as “Research reported in this publication 
was supported by the  of the National Institutes of 
Health under Award Number . The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does 
not necessarily represent the official views of   the National Institutes of Health.” Prior to issuing a press 
release concerning the outcome of this research, please notify the NIH awarding IC in advance to allow for 
coordination. 
 
Award recipients must promote objectivity in research by establishing standards that provide a reasonable 
expectation that the design, conduct and reporting of research funded under NIH awards will be free from 
bias resulting from an Investigator’s Financial Conflict of Interest (FCOI), in accordance with the 2011 
revised regulation at 42 CFR Part 50 Subpart F.   The Institution shall submit all FCOI reports to the NIH 
through the eRA Commons FCOI Module. The regulation does not apply to Phase I Small Business 
Innovative Research (SBIR) and Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) awards. Consult the NIH 
website http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/coi/ for a link to the regulation and additional important 
information. 
 
If you have any questions about this award, please direct questions to the Federal Agency contacts. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
 

 
Grants Management Officer 

 
 
Additional information follows 

 
 
 
 
 

Cumulative Award Calculations for this Budget Period (U.S. Dollars) 
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Research and Development (R&D):  All awards issued by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) meet the 
definition of “Research and Development” at 45 CFR Part§ 75.2. As such, auditees should identify NIH 
awards as part of the R&D cluster on the Schedule of Expenditures of Federal Awards (SEFA). The auditor 
should test NIH awards for compliance as instructed in Part V, Clusters of Programs. NIH recognizes that 
some awards may have another classification for purposes of indirect costs. The auditor is not required to 
report the disconnect (i.e., the award is classified as R&D for Federal Audit Requirement purposes but non-
research for indirect cost rate purposes), unless the auditee is charging indirect costs at a rate other than 
the rate(s) specified in the award document(s).  
 
  
This institution is a signatory to the Federal Demonstration Partnership (FDP) Phase VII Agreement which 
requires active institutional participation in new or ongoing FDP demonstrations and pilots. 
 
An unobligated balance may be carried over into the next budget period without Grants Management Officer 
prior approval. 
 
This grant is subject to Streamlined Noncompeting Award Procedures (SNAP). 
 
This award is subject to the requirements of 2 CFR Part 25 for institutions to obtain a unique entity identifier 
(UEI) and maintain an active registration in the System for Award Management (SAM).  Should a 
consortium/subaward be issued under this award, a UEI requirement must be included.   See 
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm for the full NIH award term implementing this 
requirement and other additional information. 
 
This award has been assigned the Federal Award Identification Number (FAIN) . Recipients 
must document the assigned FAIN on each consortium/subaward issued under this award. 
 
Based on the project period start date of this project, this award is likely subject to the Transparency Act 
subaward and executive compensation reporting requirement of 2 CFR Part 170. There are conditions that 
may exclude this award; see http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/awardconditions.htm for additional award 
applicability information. 
 
In accordance with P.L. 110-161, compliance with the NIH Public Access Policy is now mandatory. For more 
information, see NOT-OD-08-033 and the Public Access website: http://publicaccess.nih.gov/. 
 
 
  
 
Recipients must administer the project in compliance with federal civil rights laws that prohibit 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, and comply with applicable 
conscience protections. The recipient will comply with applicable laws that prohibit discrimination on the 
basis of sex, which includes discrimination on the basis of gender identity, sexual orientation, and 
pregnancy. Compliance with these laws requires taking reasonable steps to provide meaningful access to 
persons with limited English proficiency and providing programs that are accessible to and usable by 
persons with disabilities. The HHS Office for Civil Rights provides guidance on complying with civil rights 
laws enforced by HHS. See https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-providers/provider-obligations/index.html 
and https://www.hhs.gov/.  
 

• Recipients of FFA must ensure that their programs are accessible to persons with limited English 
proficiency. For guidance on meeting the legal obligation to take reasonable steps to ensure 
meaningful access to programs or activities by limited English proficient individuals, 
see https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-individuals/special-topics/limited-english-proficiency/fact-
sheet-guidance/index.html and https://www.lep.gov.  

• For information on an institution’s specific legal obligations for serving qualified individuals with 
disabilities, including providing program access, reasonable modifications, and to provide effective 
communication, see http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/civilrights/understanding/disability/index.html.  

• HHS funded health and education programs must be administered in an environment free of sexual 
harassment; see https://www.hhs.gov/civil-rights/for-individuals/sex-discrimination/index.html. 
For information about NIH's commitment to supporting a safe and respectful work environment, 
who to contact with questions or concerns, and what NIH's expectations are for institutions and the 
individuals supported on NIH-funded awards, please see  
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/harassment.htm.  

• For guidance on administering programs in compliance with applicable federal religious 
nondiscrimination laws and applicable federal conscience protection and associated anti-
discrimination laws, see https://www.hhs.gov/conscience/conscience-protections/index.html and 
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https://www.hhs.gov/conscience/religious-freedom/index.html.  
  
In accordance with the regulatory requirements provided at 45 CFR 75.113 and Appendix XII to 45 CFR Part 
75, recipients that have currently active Federal grants, cooperative agreements, and procurement contracts 
with cumulative total value greater than $10,000,000 must report and maintain information in the System for 
Award Management (SAM) about civil, criminal, and administrative proceedings in connection with the 
award or performance of a Federal award that reached final disposition within the most recent five-year 
period.  The recipient must also make semiannual disclosures regarding such proceedings. Proceedings 
information will be made publicly available in the designated integrity and performance system (currently 
the Federal Awardee Performance and Integrity Information System (FAPIIS)). Full reporting requirements 
and procedures are found in Appendix XII to 45 CFR Part 75. This term does not apply to NIH fellowships. 
Treatment of Program Income: 
Additional Costs 
 

  SECTION IV –   SPECIFIC AWARD CONDITIONS –  
 
 
Clinical Trial Indicator: No 
This award does not support any NIH-defined Clinical Trials. See the NIH Grants Policy Statement Section 1.2 
for NIH definition of Clinical Trial. 

 
The budget period anniversary start date for future year(s) will be . 
  
****** 
  
Commitment overlap is not permitted, and occurs when an individual’s time commitment exceeds 
100 percent (i.e., 12 person months), whether or not salary support is requested. Therefore, no 
individual’s time commitment may exceed 100 percent (i.e., 12 person months).  Reductions in 
NIH support due to commitment overlap must be made in accordance with NIH policy as outlined 
in the NIH Grants Policy Statement. 
  
****** 
  

 Grants Management Specialist must be notified at least 3 months in advance of any 
anticipated administrative changes on this award (e.g., change of institution/ sponsor, and/or a 
sabbatical/ leave of absence). 
  
******* 
  
This Career Award requires a minimum of  person months' effort be devoted to the research 
project. 
  
******* 
  
A concise statement from the recipient's sponsor must be included in section G.3 of the 
RPPR.  The statement should address progress, performance, and availability of support for the 
candidate's research project during the next budget period.  The typed name, signature of 
sponsor, and date must appear at the end of the Summary. 
  
****** 
  
The guidelines for this K award allow institutions to supplement the NIH salary contribution up to 
a level that is consistent with the institution's salary scale; however, supplementation may not be 
from Federal funds unless specifically authorized by the Federal program from which such funds 
are derived.  The salary amount provided by this award is based on the full-time institutional 
salary, no other PHS funds may be used for salary supplementation. 
 
   
Data Management and Sharing Policy: Applicable 
 
This project is expected to generate scientific data. Therefore, the Final NIH Policy for Data Management 
and Sharing applies. The approved Data Management and Sharing (DMS) Plan is hereby incorporated as a 
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term and condition of award, and the recipient shall manage and disseminate scientific data in accordance 
with the approved plan. Any significant changes to the DMS Plan (e.g., new scientific direction, a different 
data repository, or a timeline revision) require NIH prior approval. Failure to comply with the approved DMS 
plan may result in suspension and/or termination of this award, withholding of support, audit disallowances, 
and/or other appropriate action. See NIH Grants Policy Statement Section 8.2.3 for more information on 
data management and sharing expectations. 
 
 
   
     
 
SPREADSHEET SUMMARY 
AWARD NUMBER:   
 
INSTITUTION:  
 
Budget Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 
Salaries and Wages      
Fringe Benefits      
Personnel Costs 
(Subtotal) 

     

Other      
TOTAL FEDERAL DC      
TOTAL FEDERAL F&A      
TOTAL COST      
 
 
Facilities and 
Administrative Costs 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 

F&A Cost Rate 1      
F&A Cost Base 1      
F&A Costs 1      
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DECLARATION OF       1 Case No. 3:26-cv-10510 
[JORDAN DOE 4] 

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION 
OLGA AKSELROD (NY Bar No. 4132825)* 
   oakselrod@aclu.org 
VERA EIDELMAN (CA Bar No. 308535) 
   veidelman@aclu.org 
RACHEL MEEROPOL (NY Bar No. 4100954)* 
   rmeeropol@aclu.org 
ALEXIS AGATHOCLEOUS (NY Bar No. 4227062)* 
   aagathocleous@aclu.org 
125 Broad Street, 18th Floor 
New York, NY 10004 
Telephone: (212) 549-2659 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

(Additional Counsel on Following Page) 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION 

ARGHAVAN SALLES; ABIGAIL HATCHER; 
ANDREA ROSSO; ANN D. COHEN-WILSON; 
DOLORES ALBARRACÍN; HEIDI MOSESON; 
JADE PAGKAS-BATHER; JONATHAN KYLE 
DAW; KATIE EDWARDS; KELTON MINOR; 
SARA JACKSON; SUZANNE BELL; JORDAN DOE 
1; JORDAN DOE 2; JORDAN DOE 3; and JORDAN 
DOE 4, on behalf of themselves and all others similarly 
situated,  

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH; JAY 
BHATTACHARYA, in his official capacity as 
Director of the National Institutes of Health; UNITED 
STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES; ROBERT F. KENNEDY, JR., 
in his official capacity as Secretary of the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services; and 
UNITED STATES DOGE SERVICE, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 3:26-cv-10510 

DECLARATION OF 
 

[JORDAN DOE 4] 
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[JORDAN DOE 4]   

(Additional Counsel on Behalf of Plaintiffs) 
 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION  
FOUNDATION OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
GRAYCE ZELPHIN (CA Bar No. 279112) 
   gzelphin@aclunc.org 
CHESSIE THACHER (CA Bar No. 296767) 
   cthacher@aclunc.org  
NEIL K. SAWHNEY (CA Bar No. 300130) 
   nsawhney@aclunc.org 
39 Drumm Street 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
Telephone: (415) 621-2493 
 
PROTECT DEMOCRACY PROJECT 
SHALINI AGARWAL (DC Bar No. 990963)*  
   shalini.agarwal@protectdemocracy.org  
2020 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 163  
Washington, DC 20006   
KENNETH PARRENO (TX Bar No. 24130477)*  
   kenneth.parreno@protectdemocracy.org  
�� 0DLQ 6WUHHW� 6XLWH ���   
Watertown, MA 02472  
Telephone: (202) 579-4582 
 
CENTER FOR SCIENCE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST 
LISA S. MANKOFSKY (DC Bar No. 411931)*  
   lmankofsky@cspi.org  
OSCAR HEANUE (DC Bar No. 90036939)*  
   oheanue@cspi.org 
1250 I Street, NW, Suite 500  
Washington, DC 20005  
Telephone: (202) 777-8381  
 
JACOBSON LAWYERS GROUP 
DANIEL F. JACOBSON (DC Bar No. 1016621)* 
   dan@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
LYNN D. EISENBERG (DC Bar No. 1017511)* 
   lynn@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
STEPHEN K. WIRTH (DC Bar No. 1034038)* 
   stephen@jacobsonlawyersgroup.com 
5100 Wisconsin Avenue, NW, Suite 301 
Washington, DC 20016 
Telephone: (301) 823-1148 
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