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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY 

PROFESSORS—HARVARD FACULTY 

CHAPTER, and AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 

OF UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS,  

 

Plaintiffs, 

 

v. 

 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

JUSTICE, et al. 

 

Defendants. 

 

 

 

 

Case No. 25-10910 

 

 

 

DECLARATION OF DANIEL SILVERMAN IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION  

FOR A TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

 

 I, Daniel H. Silverman, declare as follows: 

 

1. I am a Partner at the law firm Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC, and am duly 

licensed to practice in the State of Massachusetts (BBO# 704387). 

2. I am counsel for Plaintiffs American Association of University Professors 

(“AAUP”) and American Association of University Professors–Harvard Faculty Chapter 

(“AAUP–Harvard”) in the above-captioned litigation. 

3. I submit this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for a Temporary 

Restraining Order, filed herewith. 

4. Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of a webpage from the 2025 

presidential campaign website for Donald Trump, titled “Agenda47: Protecting Students from 

the Radical Left and Marxist Maniacs Infecting Educational Institutions” and dated July 17, 

2023. 
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5. Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 is a true and correct copy of Executive Order 14188, 

titled “Additional Measures to Combat Anti-Semitism” and signed January 29, 2025. 

6. Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy of a press release by the 

Department of Justice’s Office of Public Affairs, titled “Justice Department Announces 

Formation of Task Force to Combat Anti-Semitism” and dated February 3, 2025. 

7. Attached hereto as Exhibit 4 is a true and correct copy of a press release by the 

Department of Education, titled “U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights Sends 

Letters to 60 Universities Under Investigation for Antisemitic Discrimination and Harassment” 

and dated March 10, 2025. 

8. Attached hereto as Exhibit 5 is a true and correct copy of a press release by the 

Department of Education, titled “ED, HHS, and GSA Initiate Federal Contract and Grant 

Review of Harvard University” and dated March 31, 2025. 

9. Attached hereto as Exhibit 6 is a true and correct copy of a letter from Alan M. 

Graber to the Members of the Harvard Community, titled “Our Resolve” and published March 

31, 2025. 

10. Attached hereto as Exhibit 7 is a true and correct copy of a letter from Josh 

Gruenbaum, Sean R. Keveney, and Thomas E. Wheeler to Alan M. Garber and dated April 3, 

2025. 

11. Attached hereto as Exhibit 8 is a true and correct copy of Harvard University’s 

financial overview for fiscal year 2024 and dated October 2024. 

12. Attached hereto as Exhibit 9 is a true and correct copy of an article in the Harvard 

Crimson by Avani Rai and Saketh Sundar, titled “Harvard’s Federal Funding is Under Fire. 

Here’s What’s at Risk” and dated January 31, 2025. 
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13. Attached hereto as Exhibit 10 is a true and correct copy of a news article from the 

Harvard University Library website, titled “Pfister and Bradshaw receive NSF grant” and dated 

July 10, 2023. 

14. Attached hereto as Exhibit 11 is a true and correct copy of an article by the Harvard 

University Graduate School of Design, titled “Holly Samuelson Awarded Started Grant 

Funding from the National Science Foundation” and dated March 22, 2024. 

15. Attached hereto as Exhibit 12 is a true and correct copy of an article published on 

the FAS Research Computing page of Harvard University’s website, titled “Research 

Computing Part of $5.3M NSF award for Advanced Cyberinfrastructure” and dated 2014. 

16. Attached hereto as Exhibit 13 is a true and correct copy of an article published by 

the U.S. National Science Foundation, titled “Award Abstract No. 2421461 for Trailblazer: 

Biodegradable Living Materials” and dated 2024. 

17. Attached hereto as Exhibit 14 is a true and correct copy of an article in The Boston 

Globe by Mike Damiano and Liz Kowalczyk, titled “Trump administration did not say which 

research projects were targeted in Harvard review. A government memo has answers” and 

dated April 4, 2025. 

18. Attached hereto as Exhibit 15 is a true and correct copy of an article in the Harvard 

Crimson by Saketh Sundar, titled “Trump Admin’s $9 Billion Review of Harvard’s Grants 

Could Hit Boston’s Hospitals Hardest” and dated April 4, 2025. 

19. Attached hereto as Exhibit 16 is a true and correct copy of an article in the Harvard 

Gazette, titled “With federal funds, Harvard helps drive local economy” and dated March 1, 

2020. 
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20. Attached hereto as Exhibit 17 is a true and correct copy of the declaration of Kirsten 

Weld, executed on April 11, 2025. 

21. Attached hereto as Exhibit 18 is a true and correct copy of the declaration of Todd 

Wolfson, executed on April 11, 2025. 

22. Attached hereto as Exhibit 19 is a true and correct copy of a press release by the 

U.S. General Services Administration, titled “DOJ, HHS, ED, and GSA announce initial 

cancellation of grants and contracts to Columbia University worth $400 million” and dated 

March 7, 2025. 

23. Attached hereto as Exhibit 20 is a true and correct copy of an article in The New 

York Times by Michael C. Bender and Sheryl Gay Stolberg, titled “Trump Administration 

Freezes $1 Billion for Cornell and $790 Million for Northwestern, Officials Say,” and dated 

April 8, 2025. 

24. Attached hereto as Exhibit 21 is a true and correct copy of a letter from Josh 

Gruenbaum, Sean R. Keveney, and Thomas E. Wheeler to Dr. Katrina Armstrong, David 

Greenwald, and Claire Shipman dated March 13, 2025. 

25. Attached hereto as Exhibit 22 is a true and correct copy of a post on Truth Social 

by Donald Trump dated March 4, 2025. 

26. Attached hereto as Exhibit 23 is a true and correct copy of a transcript published on 

Hugh Hewitt and Duane Patterson’s website, titled “Leo Terrell, Senior Counsel to the Attorney 

General for Civil Rights, on Crushing Anti-Semitism on Campus” and dated March 19, 2025. 

27. Attached hereto as Exhibit 24 is a true and correct copy of a webpage from the 2025 

presidential campaign website for Donald Trump, titled “Agenda47: The American Academy” 

and dated November 1, 2023. 

Case 1:25-cv-10910-ADB     Document 5     Filed 04/11/25     Page 4 of 6



5 
 

28. Attached hereto as Exhibit 25 is a true and correct copy of a press release by the 

Department of Justice, Office of Public Affairs, titled “Federal Task Force to Combat 

Antisemitism Announces Visits to 10 College Campuses that Experienced Incidents of 

Antisemitism” and dated February 28, 2025. 

29. Attached hereto as Exhibit 26 is a true and correct copy of the declaration of 

Caroline Light, executed April 11, 2025. 

30. Exhibit 27 is filed under seal pursuant to the contemporaneously filed Motion to 

Seal. 

31. Attached hereto as Exhibit 28 is a true and correct copy of the declaration of 

Meredith Rosenthal, executed April 11, 2025. 

32. Exhibit 29 is filed under seal pursuant to the contemporaneously filed Motion to 

Seal. 

I declare under the penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct to the best of 

my knowledge, information, and belief. 

Executed on this 11th day of April, 2025, in Boston, Massachusetts. 

      _/s/_Daniel h. Silverman__ 

      Daniel H. Silverman (BBO# 704387) 

      COHEN MILSTEIN SELLERS & TOLL PLLC 

769 Centre Street 

Suite 207 

Boston, MA 02130 

(617) 858-1990 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that this document filed through the CM/ECF system will be sent by 

certified mail on April 14, 2025 to the United States attorney for Massachusetts, the civil-process 

clerk at the United States attorney’s office, and to the Attorney General of the United States at 

Washington, D.C, pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 4(i). 

          /s/ Daniel Silverman 
          Daniel Silverman  
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Research Computing part of $5.3M
NSF award for Advanced
Cyberinfrastructure

CAMBRIDGE, M.A. – The National Science Foundation has awarded a consortium

of six universities a $5.3 million grant to support a national network of Advanced

Cyberinfrastructure Research and Education Facilitators (ACI-REFs). Harvard

University’s FAS Research Computing group is one of the collaborating

institutions. The project, called Advanced Cyberinfrastructure - Research and

Educational Facilitation: Campus-based Computational Research Support

(http://www.aciref.org/), will broaden the impact of advanced computing

resources at campuses across the country.

“This consortium and the addition of ACI-REFs are a core component of Harvard's

next generation research computing strategy and will enable further academic

excellence at both local and national levels,” said James Cuff, Assistant Dean for

Research Computing at Harvard University and co-principal investigator.

ACI-REFs will work together to adopt models and strategies that leverage the

expertise and experiences of its members to maximize the impact of investment

in research computing. In addition to Harvard, the project’s partners include

Clemson University, the University of Hawai’i, the University of Southern

California, the University of Utah, and the University of Wisconsin.

The project will be based on a condominium model of computing. Condominium

computing provides users with shares of large cluster-based computer resources.

Instead of users buying and maintaining their own personal clusters, users buy

computing nodes, which are committed to a larger shared cluster, managed and

supported by their IT organizations. Users then have access to their nodes plus

the idle nodes of other condominium members. The project will expand this

model by focusing on support for the steadily increasing “long tail” of ACI users—

researchers who belong  to disciplines that have not traditionally required access

to ACI resources but who recognize  that their research requires compute power

beyond their desktop machines.
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“With universities facing a growing data tsunami in virtually all disciplines, we've

realized that now is the time to build a more cloud-like research infrastructure

and support model across campuses to help faculty and students meet their data

challenges,” said Jim Bottum, the Chief Information Officer at Clemson University

and principal investigator on the project. “We appreciate NSF’s investment in our

collaborative effort to prototype a new model to further enable faculty and

students to accomplish their research goals in this challenging environment.”

Each partner university will have dedicated ACI-REFs who will work directly with

faculty, students, and local campus IT to advance scientific discovery through a

national network of Advanced Cyberinfrastructure. ACI-REFs will extend the reach

and impact of campus and national research computing infrastructure with the

goal of fostering research projects that span multiple campuses. The project will

thereby create a community that shares knowledge, experience, and expertise

and bridges research communities to facilitate the formation of extended local

and national collaborations.

“Harvard’s condominium computing model has been effective at providing our

faculty and researchers with a scalable environment capable of meeting a vast

array of computational needs. We know the model can be successful and we are

excited to be a part of this project,” said Cuff. “By building a national ACI-REF

network that engages other national initiatives such as XSEDE and the Open

Science Grid, we hope to transform how universities and researchers access, use,

and manage computation.”

The project team is led by Clemson University CIO Jim Bottum who is the principal

investigator on the grant, Barr von Oehsen of Clemson University will serve as the

science and outreach lead, Jim Pepin of Clemson University will act as the

technical integration lead and Simon Appleford and Dustin Atkins will also serve

on the project team at Clemson University.

In addition to the project team, the project’s steering committee includes Glenn

Ricart, Chief Technology Officer of the US Ignite Project, Greg Monaco from the

Great Plains Network, and John Towns, the principal investigator of the NSF-

funded XSEDE program. Miron Livny of the University of Wisconsin and principal

investigator of the NSF-funded Open Science Grid will also serve on the project’s

steering committee as well as the Chief Scientist for the project.
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Co-principal investigators from the partner universities are Gwen Jacobs of the

University of Hawai’i, James Cuff of Harvard University, Maureen Dougherty of the

University of Southern California, Steven Corbato of the University of Utah, and

Paul Wilson of the University of Wisconsin.

Copyright © 2014. All Rights Reserved.

Information about how to reuse or republish this work may be available

at Attribution (https://rc.fas.harvard.edu/attribution).
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Trump administration did not say which
research projects were targeted in
Harvard review. A government memo
has answers.
By  Mike Damiano and  Liz Kowalczyk  Globe Staff, Updated April 4, 2025, 7:11 p.m.

The Widener Library at Harvard University in Cambridge, MA on April 3. CRAIG F. WALKER/GLOBE STAFF

When the Trump administration announced a review of $9 billion of federal funding

for Harvard and its affiliated institutions this week, it did not specify which research

projects might be targeted.
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That contract is just one of many on the list for Boston Children’s Hospital. In total, the

hospital’s contracts now under review are valued at more than $122 million. The list,

which was not previously reported, also includes $98 million of contracts with Harvard

University itself, including the School of Public Health contract.

The memo was sent to Harvard’s leaders on March 31 by the US General Services

Administration, one of the agencies participating in the antisemitism task force.

It put Harvard on notice that nearly $9 billion of funding would be placed under review.

The vast majority of the funding, $8.7 billion, was in the form of “multi-year grant

commitments,” but no other details were provided. By contrast, the memo provided a

specific list of federal research contracts, and said the government was prepared to issue

“Stop Work Orders” for all of them.

It also invoked a broad authority to cancel any contract “for convenience.” Many federal

contracts include clauses that grant the government broad discretion to cancel them.

But a Monday memo from the government’s antisemitism task force obtained by the

Globe contains some answers.

It lists more than $255 million of contracts included in the review, most of them for

health and medicine research projects. One contract with the Harvard T.H. Chan School

of Public Health is worth nearly $60 million and provides funding for research on

tuberculosis at 14 labs across the country. Another, with Boston Children’s Hospital,

provides nearly $36 million for what public records describe as an online vaccination site

locator.
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Federal research contracts targeted in the Harvard antisemitism review
Total values are as listed in a government memo to Harvard obtained by the Globe

 Page 1 of 8  Search in table

Funding agency Recipient Description Total

National Institutes of
Health

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF HARVARD
COLLEGE

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH CARE
SERVICES; APPLIED RESEARCH

$59.8M

Centers for Disease
Control and
Prevention

CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL: OTHER $36M

Centers for Disease
Control and
Prevention

CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH CARE
- OTHER; BASIC RESEARCH

$24.9M

National Institutes of
Health

CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH CARE
SERVICES; APPLIED RESEARCH $24.8M

Office of Assistant
Secretary for
Preparedness and
Response

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF HARVARD
COLLEGE

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH CARE
SERVICES; EXPERIMENTAL
DEVELOPMENT

$15.2M

National Institutes of
Health

CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH CARE
SERVICES; BASIC RESEARCH $13.6M

National Institutes of
Health

CHILDREN'S HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH CARE
SERVICES; BASIC RESEARCH $10.9M

National Institutes of
THE GENERAL

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL: PROGRAM $

The contract for tuberculosis funding with the Harvard School of Public Health supports

labs across the country working on vaccine development, according to publicly available

data on federal research contracts. Another contract with Boston Children’s Hospital

funds studies on whether the Covid vaccine reduces Multisystem Inflammatory

Syndrome in children, according to publicly available records. There is also a contract

with Boston Children’s funding development for a vaccine to prevent opioid addiction.

One contract with Mass General Brigham worth $8 million, according to the memo,

came from the US Special Operations Command, which hired the hospital to provide

research and technical services related to traumatic brain injuries, according to publicly

available records.
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On Thursday, the Trump administration sent Harvard a list of demands detailing what

the school’s leaders must do to avoid cancellation of federal funding. The list included:

shuttering diversity offices, implementing “merit-based” admissions and hiring practices,

cooperating with federal immigration authorities, and altering student disciplinary

procedures.

The Trump administration contends those measures will help combat antisemitism and

reduce what officials have described as illegal race-based discrimination.

In a message to the campus community Monday after the funding review was

announced, Harvard president Alan Garber, said, “If this funding is stopped, it will halt

life-saving research and imperil important scientific research and innovation.”

He also said: “We fully embrace the important goal of combatting [SIC] antisemitism,

one of the most insidious forms of bigotry” and that Harvard would “engage with

members of the federal government’s task force to combat antisemitism to ensure that

they have a full account of the work we have done and the actions we will take going

forward to combat antisemitism.”

The institutions targeted in the review include Harvard University itself and its affiliated

teaching hospitals and research institutions, such as Mass General Brigham, Beth Israel

Deaconess Medical Center, Boston Children’s Hospital, and the Broad Institute,

according to the list of contracts included in the memo.

The memo describes the $255 million as a “ceiling value.” That may be a reference to the

fact that some of the contracts have already been partially paid out and at least one has

already been canceled in a separate round of federal research funding cuts, according to a

Globe review of federal contract data.

The antisemitism task force says its goal is to investigate universities that have violated

civil rights laws by allegedly failing to protect Jewish students from antisemitic

harassment related to the campus protest movement over the Israel-Hamas war.
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At Columbia University last month, the task force used threats to federal funding to

compel the school’s leaders to accept a list of demands related to antisemitism and

campus protest.

Some have questioned the legality of the task force’s methods. Although the government

may legally withhold federal funding for civil rights violations, there was no public

process to adjudicate the the accusations against Columbia before the task force paused

$400 million of funding for the school last month.

Tyler Coward, a lawyer with the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, a free

speech advocacy group, said the Trump administration’s reliance on the convenience

clause in federal contracts may be a way for the task force to bypass the formal process

that would require the government to present evidence for its claims.

“Using federal contract law to bypass federal anti-discrimination law is a massive

concern because these ad-hoc determinations from these agencies are ripe for abuse,”

Coward said.

Spokespeople for the Department of Education, the Department of Health and Human

Services, and the US General Services Administration, three agencies participating in the

antisemitism task force, did not respond to requests for comment Friday.

Neena Hagen of the Globe staff contributed to this report.

Mike Damiano can be reached at mike.damiano@globe.com. Liz Kowalczyk can be reached at

lizbeth.kowalczyk@globe.com.

©2025 Boston Globe Media Partners, LLC
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When the Trump administration announced a review of $9 billion of federal funding for
Harvard and its affiliated institutions this week, it did not specify which research projects
might be targeted.

But a Monday memo from the government’s antisemitism task force obtained by the Globe
contains some answers.

It lists more than $255 million of contracts included in the review, most of them for health and
medicine research projects. One contract with the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public
Health is worth nearly $60 million and provides funding for research on tuberculosis at 14
labs across the country. Another, with Boston Children’s Hospital, provides nearly $36 million
for what public records describe as an online vaccination site locator.

That contract is just one of many on the list for Boston Children’s Hospital. In total, the
hospital’s contracts now under review are valued at more than $122 million. The list, which
was not previously reported, also includes $98 million of contracts with Harvard University
itself, including the School of Public Health contract.

The memo was sent to Harvard’s leaders on March 31 by the US General Services
Administration, one of the agencies participating in the antisemitism task force.

Related

Trump administration sends Harvard list of demands to avoid cancellation of billions in
federal fundingWhat’s in that $9 billion the Trump administration is reviewing at Harvard?
University presidents aren’t capitulating to Trump, they say. They’re ‘adapting.’

It put Harvard on notice that nearly $9 billion of funding would be placed under review.

The vast majority of the funding, $8.7 billion, was in the form of “multi-year grant
commitments,” but no other details were provided. By contrast, the memo provided a specific
list of federal research contracts, and said the government was prepared to issue “Stop Work
Orders” for all of them.

It also invoked a broad authority to cancel any contract “for convenience.” Many federal
contracts include clauses that grant the government broad discretion to cancel them.

Federal research contracts targeted in the Harvard antisemitism review

Total values are as listed in a government memo to Harvard obtained by the Globe

A data table showing a list of federal contracts for Harvard University under review as part of
an presidential executive order

Table with 4 columns and 61 rows. Sorted descending by column "Total"
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National
Institutes of
Health

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; APPLIED RESEARCH

$59.8M

Centers for
Disease
Control and
Prevention

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL: OTHER $36M

Centers for
Disease
Control and
Prevention

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE - OTHER; BASIC RESEARCH

$24.9M

National
Institutes of
Health

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; APPLIED RESEARCH

$24.8M

Office of
Assistant
Secretary for
Preparedness
and Response

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; EXPERIMENTAL
DEVELOPMENT

$15.2M

National
Institutes of
Health

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; BASIC RESEARCH

$13.6M

National
Institutes of
Health

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; BASIC RESEARCH

$10.9M

National
Institutes of
Health

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL:
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT/SUPPORT

$8.9M

National
Institutes of
Health

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; APPLIED RESEARCH

$8.3M
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U.S. Special
Operations
Command

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; APPLIED RESEARCH

$8M

National
Institutes of
Health

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL: OTHER $6M

National
Institutes of
Health

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL:
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT/SUPPORT

$5.3M

Food and
Drug
Administration

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

SPECIAL STUDIES/ANALYSIS-
CHEMICAL/BIOLOGICAL

$4.7M

National
Institutes of
Health

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; APPLIED RESEARCH

$3.3M

Office of
Assistant
Secretary for
Preparedness
and Response

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; EXPERIMENTAL
DEVELOPMENT

$3.2M

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE - OTHER; APPLIED RESEARCH

$3.2M

National
Institutes of
Health

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL:
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT/SUPPORT

$2.8M

Centers for
Disease
Control and
Prevention

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
RESEARCH AND TRAINING; APPLIED
RESEARCH

$2.3M
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National
Institutes of
Health

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL: OTHER $1.3M

National
Institutes of
Health

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL:
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT/SUPPORT

$1.2M

Food and
Drug
Administration

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL: OTHER $978.3K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; BASIC RESEARCH

$965.7K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; APPLIED RESEARCH

$901.3K

National
Oceanic and
Atmospheric
Administration

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

NATURAL RESOURCES &
ENVIRONMENT R&D SVCS;
POLLUTION CONTROL & ABATEMENT;
EXPERIMENTAL DEVELOPMENT

$750K

Indian Health
Service

MASSACHUSETTS
GENERAL
PHYSICIANS
ORGANIZATION,
INC

MEDICAL- OTHER $733.9K

National
Institutes of
Health

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

REFERENCE LABORATORY TESTING $700.1K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

SPECIAL STUDIES/ANALYSIS-
MEDICAL/HEALTH

$693.7K
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National
Institutes of
Health

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SPECIAL STUDIES/ANALYSIS-
SCIENTIFIC DATA

$625K

National
Institutes of
Health

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL:
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT/SUPPORT

$593.1K

Washington
Headquarters
Services

HARVARD
BUSINESS
SCHOOL
PUBLISHING
CORPORATION

IT AND TELECOM - PLATFORM AS A
SERVICE: DATABASE, MAINFRAME,
MIDDLEWARE

$527K

Food and
Drug
Administration

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

SPECIAL STUDIES/ANALYSIS-
SCIENTIFIC DATA

$523.4K

Office of the
Assistant
Secretary for
Administration

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

EDUCATION/TRAINING-
SCIENTIFIC/MANAGEMENT

$450K

Defense
Advanced
Research
Projects
Agency

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL: OTHER $393.3K

National
Oceanic and
Atmospheric
Administration

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES $250K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

EDUCATION, TRAINING,
EMPLOYMENT, & SOCIAL SVCS R&D
SVCS; EDUCATION SVCS R&D;
APPLIED RESEARCH

$249.4K
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Consumer
Product
Safety
Commission

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- MANAGEMENT: DATA
COLLECTION

$240K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

MASSACHUSETTS
GENERAL
PHYSICIANS
ORGANIZATION,
INC

REFERENCE LABORATORY TESTING $200K

National
Institutes of
Health

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL:
PROGRAM MANAGEMENT/SUPPORT

$198.2K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE - OTHER; BASIC RESEARCH

$176.4K

Department of
the Navy

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

EDUCATION/TRAINING-
TUITION/REGISTRATION/MEMBERSHIP
FEES

$175.6K

Immediate
Office of the
Secretary of
Transportation

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

TRANSPORTATION R&D SERVICES;
AEROSPACE RESEARCH; BASIC
RESEARCH

$150.7K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

BETH ISRAEL
DEACONESS
MEDICAL
CENTER, INC.

GENERAL SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY R&D SERVICES;
GENERAL SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY; BASIC RESEARCH

$133.4K

National
Institutes of
Health

CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

SPECIAL STUDIES/ANALYSIS-
SCIENTIFIC DATA

$105.6K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

LABORATORY EQUIPMENT AND
SUPPLIES

$95.5K
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Department of
Veterans
Affairs

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
RESEARCH AND TRAINING; APPLIED
RESEARCH

$95.2K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
RESEARCH AND TRAINING; APPLIED
RESEARCH

$95.2K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

BETH ISRAEL
DEACONESS
MEDICAL
CENTER, INC.

GENERAL SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY R&D SERVICES;
GENERAL SCIENCE AND
TECHNOLOGY; BASIC RESEARCH

$74.9K

Smithsonian
Institution

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

LEASE/RENTAL OF OTHER
EDUCATIONAL BUILDINGS

$63.6K

Washington
Headquarters
Services

HARVARD
BUSINESS
SCHOOL
PUBLISHING
CORPORATION

EDUCATION/TRAINING- OTHER $52.5K

National
Institutes of
Health

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

REFERENCE LABORATORY TESTING $49.9K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

BETH ISRAEL
DEACONESS
MEDICAL
CENTER, INC.

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
CARE SERVICES; BASIC RESEARCH

$45.8K

Smithsonian
Institution

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

IT AND TELECOM - NETWORK:
SATELLITE COMMUNICATIONS AND
TELECOM ACCESS SERVICES

$32.6K
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Smithsonian
Institution

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

EDUCATION/TRAINING-
TUITION/REGISTRATION/MEMBERSHIP
FEES

$32K

Department of
Veterans
Affairs

THE GENERAL
HOSPITAL
CORPORATION

HEALTH R&D SERVICES; HEALTH
RESEARCH AND TRAINING; APPLIED
RESEARCH

$27.4K

Office of
Procurement
Operations

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

SUPPORT- PROFESSIONAL:
PERSONAL SERVICES CONTRACTS

$25.8K

National
Aeronautics
and Space
Administration

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

EDUCATION/TRAINING- OTHER $25.8K

National
Institutes of
Health

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

SPECIAL STUDIES/ANALYSIS-
SCIENTIFIC DATA

$19.4K

Immediate
Office of the
Secretary of
Transportation

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

EDUCATION/TRAINING-
TUITION/REGISTRATION/MEMBERSHIP
FEES

$18.6K

National
Institutes of
Health

HARVARD
BUSINESS
SCHOOL
PUBLISHING
CORPORATION

EDUCATION/TRAINING-
TUITION/REGISTRATION/MEMBERSHIP
FEES

$16K

Agency for
International
Development

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

EDUCATION/TRAINING- GENERAL $11.2K
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Food Safety
and Inspection
Service

PRESIDENT AND
FELLOWS OF
HARVARD
COLLEGE

EDUCATION/TRAINING-
TRAINING/CURRICULUM
DEVELOPMENT

$10.5K

Table: NEENA HAGEN, MIKE DAMIANO, LIZ KOWALCZYK AND YOOHYUN JUNG/GLOBE
STAFF•Source: USAspending.gov, Globe reporting

The contract for tuberculosis funding with the Harvard School of Public Health supports labs
across the country working on vaccine development, according to publicly available data on
federal research contracts. Another contract with Boston Children’s Hospital funds studies on
whether the Covid vaccine reduces Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in children,
according to publicly available records. There is also a contract with Boston Children’s
funding development for a vaccine to prevent opioid addiction.

One contract with Mass General Brigham worth $8 million, according to the memo, came
from the US Special Operations Command, which hired the hospital to provide research and
technical services related to traumatic brain injuries, according to publicly available records.

On Thursday, the Trump administration sent Harvard a list of demands detailing what the
school’s leaders must do to avoid cancellation of federal funding. The list included: shuttering
diversity offices, implementing “merit-based” admissions and hiring practices, cooperating
with federal immigration authorities, and altering student disciplinary procedures.

The Trump administration contends those measures will help combat antisemitism and
reduce what officials have described as illegal race-based discrimination.

In a message to the campus community Monday after the funding review was announced,
Harvard president Alan Garber, said, “If this funding is stopped, it will halt life-saving
research and imperil important scientific research and innovation.”

He also said: “We fully embrace the important goal of combatting [SIC] antisemitism, one of
the most insidious forms of bigotry” and that Harvard would “engage with members of the
federal government’s task force to combat antisemitism to ensure that they have a full
account of the work we have done and the actions we will take going forward to combat
antisemitism.”

The institutions targeted in the review include Harvard University itself and its affiliated
teaching hospitals and research institutions, such as Mass General Brigham, Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center, Boston Children’s Hospital, and the Broad Institute, according to
the list of contracts included in the memo.
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The memo describes the $255 million as a “ceiling value.” That may be a reference to the
fact that some of the contracts have already been partially paid out and at least one has
already been canceled in a separate round of federal research funding cuts, according to a
Globe review of federal contract data.

The antisemitism task force says its goal is to investigate universities that have violated civil
rights laws by allegedly failing to protect Jewish students from antisemitic harassment
related to the campus protest movement over the Israel-Hamas war.

At Columbia University last month, the task force used threats to federal funding to compel
the school’s leaders to accept a list of demands related to antisemitism and campus protest.

Some have questioned the legality of the task force’s methods. Although the government
may legally withhold federal funding for civil rights violations, there was no public process to
adjudicate the the accusations against Columbia before the task force paused $400 million
of funding for the school last month.

Tyler Coward, a lawyer with the Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression, a free
speech advocacy group, said the Trump administration’s reliance on the convenience clause
in federal contracts may be a way for the task force to bypass the formal process that would
require the government to present evidence for its claims.

“Using federal contract law to bypass federal anti-discrimination law is a massive concern
because these ad-hoc determinations from these agencies are ripe for abuse,” Coward said.

Spokespeople for the Department of Education, the Department of Health and Human
Services, and the US General Services Administration, three agencies participating in the
antisemitism task force, did not respond to requests for comment Friday.

Neena Hagen of the Globe staff contributed to this report.

Mike Damiano can be reached at mike.damiano@globe.com. Liz Kowalczyk can be reached
at lizbeth.kowalczyk@globe.com.
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS—HARVARD 
FACULTY CHAPTER, and AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSORS,  
 

Plaintiffs, 
 

v. 
 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE, et al. 
 

Defendants. 
 

 
 
 
Case No. __________ 
 
 

 

Declaration of Kirsten Weld 

I, Kirsten Weld, declare as follows: 
 

1. I am a tenured Professor of History at Harvard University.  

2. I have a PhD in history from Yale University as well as MPhil and MA degrees 

from Yale University and a BA degree from McGill University.  

3. I am over the age of 18 and competent to testify as to the matters set forth in this 

affidavit based on my own personal knowledge.  

4. I am the President of the American Association of University Professors – Harvard 

Faculty Chapter (“Harvard AAUP”). I have voluntarily served in this role since April 2024. I have 

been an American Association of University Professors (“AAUP”) member since April 2024.   

5. As a chapter of the AAUP, Harvard AAUP advocates for policies at Harvard that 

promote the AAUP’s mission of advancing academic freedom and shared government, defining 

professional values and standards for higher education, ensuring higher education’s contribution 
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to the common good, and safeguarding the economic security of faculty, academic professionals, 

graduate students, post-doctoral fellows, and others engaged in teaching and research in higher 

education. 

6. Harvard AAUP is not aligned with any political party or ideology. Our members 

have diverse political and personal beliefs, and we welcome that diversity.  

7. All Harvard AAUP members are members of the AAUP.  

8. I am aware that the Trump administration has taken a series of actions targeting 

Harvard. In particular, I am aware that on March 10, 2025, the federal government sent a letter to 

Harvard and many other universities warning of potential enforcement actions. I am aware that on 

March 31, 2025, the U.S. Department of Education (DOE), U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services (HHS), and U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) announced a comprehensive 

review of federal contracts and grants at Harvard University and its affiliates. Most recently, I am 

aware that on April 3, 2025, officials from the GSA, HHS, and DOE sent a letter to Harvard that 

was made public and demanded that Harvard immediately take a long list of actions to remain a 

recipient of federal funding (the “Demand Letter”). I have read the demands listed in the Demand 

Letter. 

9. I am also aware of a variety of “stop work” orders that have been issued by federal 

funding agencies to grants held by researchers working at Harvard beginning in February 2025. I 

am aware that on April 4, 2025, the Boston Globe reported on a federal government memorandum 

issued March 31 that specified grants for specific research projects the current administration is 

targeting. I know that some of these grants belong to AAUP members.  

10. I am further aware of a variety of public statements made by the Trump administra-

tion beginning in January 2025 slandering the work of university researchers, impugning the 
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integrity of the university, and making a variety of threats about the ways the federal government 

intends to use its authority to impose a moving target list of demands on Harvard.  

11. I am also aware of the cancellation of $400 million in federal grants and contracts 

to Columbia University and the changes Columbia agreed to implement because of the Trump 

administration’s cutting of funding and other demands. Everyone on Harvard’s campus seemed to 

be aware of what was going on at Columbia; there was a lot of discussion, fear, and uncertainty. I 

am also aware that even after Columbia capitulated to the Trump administration’s demands it still 

wasn’t enough; Columbia’s federal funding has not been restored, and indeed, on April 9, the 

National Institutes of Health announced that all its research grants to Columbia would be frozen 

effective immediately. 

12. It is my understanding that Harvard preemptively took a series of actions in antici-

pation of similar demands and threats to cancel its federal funding and in response to threats made 

by the Trump administration targeted at Harvard as far back as January 2025.  

13. I understand that Title VI and its implementing regulations require the government 

to provide notice and opportunity for a hearing, followed by a finding on the record, before termi-

nating federal funding in any program or part thereof based on a violation of Title VI. I am not 

aware of any such notice having been provided to any AAUP member to date.  

14. I fear that the recent actions of the Trump administration will lead to Harvard mak-

ing decisions that stifle the ability of AAUP members to exercise their academic freedom and 

freedom of speech to express differing viewpoints. I am also afraid of the profound negative im-

pacts the loss of Harvard’s federal funding would have on research across the campus.  

Impact on AAUP as an Organization and on its Members 

15. The series of actions the Trump administration has taken targeting Harvard have 

already had negative impacts on AAUP as an organization.  
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16. The Trump administration’s actions are also causing a drain on the AAUP’s re-

sources because the organization has to spend time dealing with crises and putting people in touch 

with needed resources instead of doing the internal governance work that the AAUP usually does 

within the university. For example, we were asked to cosponsor a training on digital surveillance 

and information security for our members, and we are in the process of planning a Know Your 

Rights workshop aimed specifically at faculty. 

17. The AAUP has three guiding principles: academic freedom, governance, and eco-

nomic security. These are core objectives of the Harvard AAUP chapter that track the priorities of 

AAUP national. Even a narrow interpretation of the capacious demands in the Demand Letter will 

have severe impacts on each of these three areas, which I will discuss in turn.  

Academic Freedom 

18. This first AAUP principle involves upholding agreed upon norms and standards of 

academic freedom for scholarly research and teaching. 

19. Harvard has already taken actions in anticipation of the Trump administration in-

vestigating the university and threatening to withhold its federal funding. For example, on March 

26, 2025—after the March 10, 2025 warning letter was sent to Harvard and other universities—

there was a very unusual firing of the Director and Associate Director of the Center for Middle 

Eastern Studies. They were removed from their directorship positions at the Center, seemingly 

based on a handful of accusations that their programming was “imbalanced” regarding Palestine. 

Harvard also declined to renew a long-standing partnership between the Harvard School of Public 

Health’s François-Xavier Bagnoud (FXB) Center for Health and Human Rights and Birzeit Uni-

versity in the West Bank.   

20. Around the same time, Harvard declined to renew the annual contract of a colleague  

who had served as Associate Director for the Religion, Conflict, and Peace Initiative at Harvard 
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Divinity School. That colleague, who had led programming in Middle East Studies at Harvard for 

23 years, was the only Palestinian-American employed at the Harvard Divinity School. The Reli-

gion, Conflict, and Peace Initiative was suspended.  

21. I believe it reasonable to interpret all these actions as having been taken in antici-

pation of a Trump administration investigation. These were all programs criticized by the congres-

sional Committee on Education & the Workforce as being antisemitic, echoing inflammatory state-

ments by Harvard affiliates about many units of the Harvard Divinity School being “Hamas or 

Palestinian embassies.” The fact that these programs were all shut down around the same time 

raised grave concerns that legitimate inquiry regarding Israel and Palestine was being shut down 

by Harvard as a result of threats made by the Trump administration to investigate the university.  

22. What is likely to follow as a result of the Demand Letter presents an even greater 

threat to academic freedom. The Demand Letter seeks to force Harvard to alter its criteria for hiring 

and elevate voices of compliant faculty into administrative positions while marginalizing the roles 

of “noncompliant” faculty.  

23. I have two colleagues who have already changed their plans for the courses they 

were going to teach in the fall out of self-preservation because their planned courses were on topics 

explicitly disfavored by the Trump administration. They changed their curricular offerings to no 

longer be explicitly about transgender issues in one case and no longer be explicitly about race in 

the other.  

Governance 

24. This second AAUP principle involves advocating for robust shared governance at 

universities according to guidelines and recommendations that AAUP national has established 

over the course of the past century. These guidelines detail the joint responsibility of faculty, 
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administrations, and governing boards to govern colleges and universities, and they note that 

“when it comes to academic matters, a faculty decision should normally be the final decision.” 

25. The governance and leadership reforms listed in the Demand Letter are a clear in-

fringement on the autonomy of Harvard to manage its personnel in the manner that is most condu-

cive to research and teaching at the university. Capitulation by Harvard to this demand would 

constitute not shared governance, but governance by unlawful federal fiat.  

26. The demand concerning Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) programs in the 

Demand Letter is vague. It will be interpreted, especially among non-tenure-track and other con-

tingent faculty who do not have the protections of tenure, as implying that any kind of teaching 

and research related to race, ethnicity, racial equity, and identity, whether in a U.S. or global con-

text, is too risky and could lead to career-damaging consequences. This has obvious implications 

for faculty who work in the field of U.S. history. It has immediate and devastating implications for 

many faculty in the field of public health because much work in the public health field relates to 

equity in some way This demand signals clearly that the Trump administration will target areas of 

inquiry that it disfavors.  

27. More than 800 Harvard faculty signed a letter urging Harvard not to cave into the 

Trump administration’s demands. If the Harvard President and Office of General Counsel decide 

to hand down unilateral decisions that restructure teaching and research at the university like Co-

lumbia did in response to the Trump administration demands, that will send a powerful and fright-

ening message about the shredding of well-established professional norms around shared govern-

ance in higher education. These are shared norms that have been in place for decades about how 

university decision making happens.   
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Economic security 

28. This third AAUP principle involves advocating for the economic security of all 

members of a university community so they can do their work under dignified and equitable eco-

nomic conditions.  

29. Cutting $8.7 billion dollars in federal grant funding would leave no part of Harvard 

untouched and would have catastrophic implications for the economic security and lives of vast 

swathes of researchers, from post-graduate researchers to tenured faculty. The Harvard School of 

Public Health is especially vulnerable—nearly 60% of their operating budget comes from spon-

sored support, including federal grants. The School of Public Health has already begun to shrink 

admissions pools in their PhD programs, which will have lasting effects on the pipeline for future 

scientific research, and grants funding subjects like vaccine hesitancy, LGBTQ health, and the 

impact of racial discrimination on health outcomes have already been cut. 

30. I am particularly fearful that colleagues who are coming up for tenure will be denied 

tenure if their research falls under the broad areas for “reform” listed in the Demand Letter.  

31. Harvard has already implemented a hiring freeze. It is my understanding that this 

hiring freeze was implemented in part in anticipation of threats from the Trump administration to 

cancel Harvard’s federal funding. This funding freeze has impacted me directly because it includes 

a freeze on hiring new research assistants, which slows the pace of faculty research, as well as a 

freeze on new tenure-track hiring, which means we cannot fill crucial teaching gaps in the history 

department.  

32. It is important to understand the way researchers who are funded by federal 

grants—especially biomedical researchers, of whom we have numerous AAUP members and who 

have explained to me in detail the implications of these threatened cuts for their work—organize 

their careers. Biomedical research funded by federal grants is built upon a complex infrastructure 
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of scientists, data analysts, administrators and trainees. It requires technical expertise that is devel-

oped over years of mentoring and is often held in the hands of specific experienced individuals. 

Human samples are necessary for the work, and such samples are obtained at significant cost and 

effort—to the researchers as well as to the study participants. This type of research therefore re-

quires planning years in advance. Part of that planning involves always having additional fundable 

projects lined up to provide continuous resources for long-term research initiatives. So if federal 

funding were precipitously withdrawn, it would not just be researchers’ current grants that were at 

risk of cancellation, it would be years’ worth of future grants. This can be career ending; it may 

well unrecoverably disrupt these researchers’ life work.  

33. These threats are not unique to Harvard. Earlier this week, Cornell and Northwest-

ern had $1 billion and $800 million in federal funds frozen respectively, and Columbia, despite 

having already agreed to many of the Trump administration’s demands, saw all its NIH grants 

newly frozen. 

Specific Impacts on Anonymous AAUP Members  

34. As President of the Harvard AAUP chapter, I have heard from dozens of our mem-

bers who fear that federal funding cuts would severely disrupt their ability to conduct essential 

academic research and teaching or whose speech has been chilled as a result of recent Trump 

administration threats and demands directed at Harvard. Many of them, including the AAUP mem-

bers discussed below, are afraid to publicly testify about the impacts of these cuts and the chilling 

of their speech because they fear retaliation from Harvard University, Harvard affiliates, or the 

federal government.  

35.  Members, including those discussed below, have expressed fear that they will be 

blacklisted from future federal grant funding, denied tenure or academic promotion, and/or face 

retaliation against other members of their department or the students they advise. Certain members 
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have expressed concern that because they or their family members are noncitizens, their visas or 

green cards could be revoked in retaliation for their participation in this litigation. This section of 

the declaration discusses the experiences of AAUP members without providing names because of 

the reasonable fears of retaliation these members have expressed.  

AAUP Member #1 

36. An AAUP member in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences changed their teaching plans 

for next semester because they feared harassment.  

37. This professor has been vocal in support of pro-Palestine student protestors and has 

already experienced public targeting and harassment as a result; however, they have not previously 

adjusted their public speech or teaching before this latest chilling wave of attacks from the federal 

government. 

38. The course they had planned to teach would have addressed the lead-up to the U.S. 

Civil War; it would have dealt with topics including settler colonialism, slavery, Indian removal, 

and the U.S.-Mexico War, all of which could reasonably be assumed to be covered by the federal 

government’s demand that anything related to “DEI” be eliminated. 

39. Additionally, the professor feared facing false accusations on Title VI grounds be-

cause the course would have explored the subject of white supremacy in American history. 

AAUP Member #2 
40. Another AAUP member is a member of the faculty at Harvard Medical School. 

41. This AAUP member has arranged to spend part of next year working outside the 

United States because they do not feel comfortable being at Harvard anymore due to their pro-

Palestine advocacy and opinions. This member’s decision to spend part of next year working out-

side the United States is intended as a step towards their full transition outside of the United States. 
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This means that the medical school and patients in the Harvard-affiliated hospital system will not 

receive the benefit of this faculty member’s decades of clinical expertise. 

AAUP Member #3 

42. Another AAUP member is a member of the faculty at Harvard Medical School. 

They are an internationally recognized scholar in their field. 

43. This faculty member attests that the current threat to precipitously withdraw sup-

port that has been promised by the federal government has already had a detrimental effect on the 

atmosphere and conduct of biomedical research at the Medical School.  

44. This faculty member has already seen administrative staff—those who are respon-

sible for tasks such as grants administration and human studies review—seek employment else-

where. They note that early career scientists who have completed multiple years of postgraduate 

training are newly seeking career opportunities outside of basic research. Scientists with unique 

and advanced skills are seeking positions outside of academia, because of uncertainty for their 

future salary support. Projects that require the recruitment of human study participants are being 

slowed for concern that the associated research project will not be continued to completion. 

45. This faculty member attests that the institution has already halted seed grants that 

are fundamental to initiating new projects and scientific collaborations. Harvard is encouraging 

faculty to pursue philanthropic funding for their work, yet the type of research this faculty member 

performs is unlikely to garner private funding. 

46. This faculty member further attests that foundational scientific work that has taken 

many years of human effort and institutional investment to reach its current state is being paused 

in a manner that may fundamentally preclude the possibility of future research. 
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47. This faculty member remains anonymous because absent federal funding, they will 

need bridge funding from another source to maintain their research program. This funding may 

originate from, or be directed by administrators from within, their institution, and they fear that 

their actions might influence the possibility of receiving such support. 

Impact on Student Speech and Academic Freedom  

48. The recent Trump administration demands and threats targeted at Harvard also have 

had a profound chilling effect on students at Harvard.  

49. Graduate students are having to reorganize their research plans because funding 

sources are drying up. A lot more doctoral research funding that graduate students depend on will 

dry up if federal funds are withheld. This makes it very difficult to do academic work in any dis-

cipline because serious research requires multiple years of planning.  

50. I can also provide numerous examples of the ways in which students have changed 

their behavior as a result of threats from the Trump administration.   

51. In one of my classes, students were recently talking about setting up a Signal group 

for mutual support because they were terrified about the detention of Rumeysa Ozturk at Tufts 

University close by. One student said they were too scared to even have the Signal app on their 

phone because if their devices got searched at the border, they didn’t want border agents to think 

they had something to hide by virtue of having the app. This fear prevents this student from par-

ticipating fully in their scholarly community.  

52. When the Director and Associate Director of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies 

were removed from their positions, there was a protest criticizing their removal. One of my noncit-

izen students told me he was walking through Harvard Yard when the demonstration was ongoing, 

and when he saw there was a protest with cameras everywhere he pulled his hoodie over his face 
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and fled in the opposite direction because he was so afraid of being photographed at a protest he 

was not even involved in.  

53. I know of undergraduate students who have changed their senior thesis topics—not 

necessarily because they themselves are fearful of personal repercussions, but because their advi-

sors, in an effort to protect them, advised they research less controversial topics for their own 

safety. This represents an internalization of the demands being imposed by the Trump administra-

tion; it is a textbook example of their chilling effects. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the foregoing 

is true and correct.  

 
Dated: April 11, 2025     Signed: ___________________ 

       Kirsten Weld 
      Professor of History 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 

 

 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS—HARVARD 
FACULTY CHAPTER, and AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSORS,  
 

Plaintiffs, 
 

v. 
 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE, et al. 
 

Defendants. 
 

 
 
 
Case No. __________ 
 
 

 

DECLARATION OF TODD WOLFSON 

I, Todd Wolfson, hereby declare as follows:  

1. I currently serve as President of the American Association of University Professors 

(“AAUP”), a plaintiff in this action. I have served in that position since June 2024. I also previously 

held various leadership roles for the Rutgers University chapter of AAUP, including as the chap-

ter’s President and Vice President. 

2. I am also a trained anthropologist and an Associate Professor of Journalism and 

Media Studies at Rutgers. I received my Ph.D. in Anthropology and Social and Cultural Founda-

tions of Education from the University of Pennsylvania. 

3. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth in this declaration in support of 

Plaintiff’s Motion for Preliminary Injunction, and if called as a witness in this action, I could and 

would testify competently to these facts. 
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4. The AAUP is a membership association and labor union of faculty and academic 

professionals with chapters at colleges and universities throughout the country.  

5. The AAUP is a 501(c)(6) organization headquartered in Washington, D.C. 

6. The primary mission of the AAUP is to advance academic freedom and shared gov-

ernance in higher education, define fundamental professional values and standards for higher ed-

ucation, promote the economic security of academic workers, and ensure higher education’s con-

tribution to the common good. 

7. The AAUP was founded by John Dewey and other preeminent scholars in 1915 to 

defend the ability of scholars, researchers, and educators to teach, write, and research without po-

litical and economic retaliation based on their viewpoints. Since its founding, the AAUP has 

helped to shape American higher education by developing the standards and procedures that main-

tain quality in education and academic freedom in this country’s colleges and universities. 

Harms to AAUP’s Members 

8. The AAUP has approximately 44,000 members on college and university campuses 

across the country, including approximately 122 members at Harvard University. Many of these 

members, including members at Harvard, rely on federal grants to support their research, scholar-

ship, and teaching activities. 

9. I am aware of and can identify AAUP members who are at risk of losing their fund-

ing and whose speech and academic freedom has been chilled as a result of the federal govern-

ment’s series of actions targeting Harvard University, including the March 10, 2025 letter to Har-

vard and many other universities warning of potential enforcement actions; the March 31, 2025 

announcement by the government of a comprehensive review of federal contracts and grants at 

Harvard University and its affiliates; and the April 3, 2025 letter from officials at the U.S. General 
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Services Administration, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and U.S. Department 

of Education that was made public and demanded that Harvard immediately take a long list of 

actions to remain a recipient of federal funding (the “Demand Letter”). Those AAUP members 

will suffer irreparable harm to their research, work, reputation, academic freedom, and ability to 

pursue their careers if federal funding is cancelled or if the Harvard administration accedes to the 

federal government’s demands in the Demand Letter.  

10. I am aware of and can identify AAUP members who rely on federal funding that 

the federal government threatened to cancel in its April 3, 2025 letter demanding that Harvard 

implement a long list of “non-exhaustive areas of reform” to “remain a responsible recipient of 

federal taxpayer dollars.” Many of those AAUP members are suffering harm as a direct result of 

that threat, including because the continued viability of their work is now uncertain, making it 

difficult to plan, maintain professional relationships, and recruit potential staff to work on their 

projects. Those AAUP members will also suffer irreparable harm to their research, work, reputa-

tion, and ability to pursue their careers and work if the federal government cancels that funding. 

11. I am aware of and can identify AAUP members at Harvard University who are 

concerned about losing their jobs or ability to continue to support their livelihoods, either as a 

direct result of the Trump Administration’s threat to cancel nearly $9 billion in federal grants and 

contracts to Harvard University, or because they fear they may be let go by Harvard if they engage 

in speech the Trump Administration disfavors as Harvard seeks to placate the Trump Administra-

tion and encourage it not to carry out its threats to cancel federal funding, and who now feel limited 

in what they can say in and outside the classroom for fear of the loss of additional funding to 

themselves or the University.  
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12. I am aware of and can identify AAUP members at Harvard University who have 

started to self-censor their language both inside and outside the classroom following the Trump 

Administration’s threats to investigate the university and the April 3, 2025 Demand Letter threat-

ening to cancel federal funding. These members fear that they may face backlash from Harvard 

and may lose their jobs as a result of exercising their academic freedom.  

13. I am also aware of and can identify AAUP members at other colleges and univer-

sities who are similarly concerned about losing their jobs or ability to support their livelihoods, 

and who now feel limited in what they can say in and outside the classroom for fear of the Trump 

Administration summarily canceling federal funding to their programs, universities, or colleges 

without following applicable statutory requirements or other law in the same way that the Trump 

Administration has canceled funding at Columbia, Cornell, and Northwestern, and threatened to 

cancel federal funding at Harvard and at numerous other universities and colleges. 

Harms to AAUP as an Organization 

1. The Trump administration’s threats to terminate at least $255.6 million in contracts 

and hold over $8.7 billion in grant commitments to Harvard University, along with the Trump 

administration’s demands that Harvard make Trump administration-imposed reforms for contin-

ued federal financial assistance to the University, has harmed and is continuing to harm AAUP as 

an organization.  

2. As noted above, the primary mission of the AAUP is to advance academic freedom 

and shared governance in higher education, define fundamental professional values and standards 

for higher education, promote the economic security of academic workers, and ensure higher ed-

ucation’s contribution to the common good. The Trump administration’s threats to cancel federal 
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funding at Harvard and other universities and colleges and demand that Harvard implement a long 

list of “reforms” to maintain its federal funding is directly impairing the AAUP’s mission. 

3. As part of its core activities, the AAUP regularly consults, works with, and repre-

sents local chapters and individual members regarding academic freedom, shared governance, and 

other issues involving the employment relationship between AAUP members and their university 

employers, including but not limited to collective bargaining.  

4. For example, the AAUP maintains a standing committee, known as Committee A 

on Academic Freedom and Tenure, which “[p]romotes principles of academic freedom, tenure, 

and due process in higher education through the development of policy documents and reports 

relating to these subjects and the application of those principles to particular situations that are 

brought to its attention.” 

5. The AAUP also conducts investigations of individual complaints of institutions vi-

olating academic freedom principles in relationship to AAUP members, issues reports of the re-

sults of some of those investigations, and advocates with those institutions to seek to remedy such 

violations and prevent future violations from occurring. Such investigations are authorized by the 

AAUP Executive Director, and conducted by a subcommittee appointed by the Executive Director. 

6. Through its local chapters, including the Harvard Faculty AAUP chapter, the 

AAUP also provides for the representation of individual members regarding academic freedom, 

shared governance, and due process issues in proceedings before their university employers. The 

AAUP has diverted internal resources of staff time and expenses to assist Harvard members pre-

pare to respond to the demands the Trump administration.  

7. I understand that Title VI and its implementing regulations require the government 

to provide notice and a hearing before terminating federal funding to any program based on a 
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violation of Title VI. I understand that the government has not as of now provided any notice to 

Harvard. If the government were to provide notice, both the AAUP and individual AAUP members 

would seek to participate in that hearing to protect the federal funding supporting the work of 

AAUP members at Harvard and to protect the principles of academic freedom, due process, and 

shared governance that are at the core of the AAUP’s mission. 

8. The Trump administration’s March 10 letter, March 31 press release, and April 3 

Demand Letter, along with other public statements made by government officials, disrupt and 

frustrate the AAUP’s efforts to secure principles of academic freedom, shared governance, and 

due process at Harvard and elsewhere.  

9. The government’s actions and statements have made it more difficult and resource-

intensive for the AAUP to carry out its representation of chapters and individual members, in 

particular on issues of academic freedom. Because of government pressure on Harvard and other 

universities to abandon their commitment to academic freedom, shared governance, and due pro-

cess principles, the AAUP must now expend more time and money to ensure that its members’ 

rights in these regards are protected.  

10. The Trump administration’s threats to cancel funding at Harvard and other univer-

sities and colleges also make it harder for the AAUP to achieve its goals of promoting academic 

freedom, shared governance, and due process principles in part because Harvard has taken steps 

in direct response to the Trump administration’s actions to undermine those principles, and Har-

vard and other higher educational institutions are less willing now to protect those principles in 

the face of threatened funding cuts from the federal government. The Trump administration has 

directly impaired the AAUP’s mission by pressuring Harvard to curtail speech and academic free-

dom on campus. 
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11. For example, in response to the significant influx of inquiries from chapter leaders 

and members regarding the effect of the government’s actions on members’ academic freedom, 

shared governance, and due process rights, and to ensure that individual members are adequately 

represented before their university employers, AAUP staff have had to conduct nationwide calls 

and virtual meetings with chapter leaders regarding the government’s actions and how to represent 

individual members in the face of such actions.  

12. The AAUP has committed staff and leadership time to support members of 

Havard’s AAUP chapter regarding how to respond to the government’s actions, including the April 

3, 2025 Demand Letter.  

13. The government’s actions and statements have also caused a pervasive sense of fear 

and intimidation among AAUP members. Because of the government’s conduct and the threats of 

further cuts to research funding, I am aware that some AAUP members no longer feel comfortable 

participating in and supporting the AAUP’s activities, or asserting their academic freedom, shared 

governance, and due process rights. As just some examples, in direct response to the government’s 

threats to cut federal funding to Harvard and to other universities, some AAUP members at uni-

versities across the country have cancelled conferences, pulled papers set for publication, decided 

not to teach classes or certain topics within those classes that may be perceived as being at odds 

with the Trump administration’s preferred viewpoints, stopped attending talks, refrained from at-

tending lawful protests, and stepped down from their AAUP chapter board.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct.  
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Trump Administration Freezes $1 Billion for
Cornell and $790 Million for Northwestern,
Officials Say
The funding pause amid civil rights investigations into both universities sharply
escalates the Trump administration’s campaign against elite colleges.

By Michael C. Bender and Sheryl Gay Stolberg
Reporting from Washington

April 8, 2025

The Trump administration has frozen more than $1 billion in funding for Cornell

and $790 million for Northwestern amid civil rights investigations into both

schools, two U.S. officials said.

The funding pause involves mostly grants from and contracts with the

Departments of Agriculture, Defense, Education and Health and Human Services,

according to the officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity to discuss the

unannounced decision.

The moves are the latest and largest in a rapidly escalating campaign against elite

American universities that has resulted in billions in federal funds being

suspended or put under review in just over a month. Other schools that have had

funds threatened include Brown, Columbia, Harvard, the University of

Pennsylvania and Princeton.

Cornell and Northwestern are both facing investigations into allegations of

antisemitism and into accusations of racial discrimination stemming from their

efforts to promote diversity.
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Cornell officials said in a statement that they had received more than 75 stop-work

orders from the Defense Department on Tuesday, but that they had no information

to confirm that more than $1 billion in funding had been suspended. The affected

grants, they said, supported research that they described as “profoundly

significant to American defense, cybersecurity and health.”

“We are actively seeking information from federal officials to learn more about the

basis for these decisions,” said the joint statement from Michael Kotlikoff, the

university president; Kavita Bala, the provost; and Robert Harrington, provost for

medical affairs.

Jon Yates, a spokesman for Northwestern, said that the university had not been

notified by the federal government that funding had been frozen.

Northwestern, a Big Ten university, is the first non-Ivy League school to have

funding from the Trump administration targeted under investigations of alleged

discrimination. The university issued a “progress report” last week that

highlighted its efforts to protect Jewish students, including mandatory

antisemitism training for all students, faculty and staff.

“Federal funds that Northwestern receives drive innovative and lifesaving

research, like the recent development by Northwestern researchers of the world’s

smallest pacemaker, and research fueling the fight against Alzheimer’s disease,”

Mr. Yates said. “This type of research is now at jeopardy.”

Mr. Yates added that Northwestern had “fully cooperated” with federal and

congressional investigations.

Linda McMahon, the education secretary, has been explicit about the

administration’s focus on elite universities, which Mr. Trump has criticized as

bastions of left-wing thought. She has said that taxpayer support is a “privilege”

that can be withdrawn if universities do not adhere to civil rights law.

Like other universities, Cornell and Northwestern were the site of clashes over the

war in Gaza.
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Cornell and Northwestern were among 60 universities that the Trump

administration warned last month of potential enforcement actions over

investigations into allegations of antisemitism. Each school also has investigations

pending into accusations of racial discrimination.

Last month, the Republican-controlled House Education Committee chided

Northwestern over legal clinics at its law school that had represented organizers of

an anti-Israel protest.

University officials have said the legal clinics were providing training for students

and were not representing the views of the school. In a letter to the school,

Representative Tim Walberg, the chairman of the committee, and Representative

Burgess Owens, the chairman of the panel’s subcommittee on higher education,

described the training as “illegal, antisemitic conduct.”

Cornell also recently defended itself against claims that it was not doing enough to

stop antisemitism. In a New York Times opinion essay, Dr. Kotlikoff, the president

of Cornell, described the nation’s universities as institutions built to uphold and

advance democratic norms even in the face of escalating political and legal risks.

“A messy event that turns into viral videos causes understandable concern to

trustees and alumni, and adds more fuel to already burning fires,” Dr. Kotlikoff

wrote last week. “But if we are to preserve our value and our meaning, we cannot

let our caution overtake our purpose. Our colleges and universities are cradles of

democracy and bulwarks against autocracy.”

Vimal Patel contributed reporting.

Michael C. Bender is a Times political correspondent covering Donald J. Trump, the Make America Great
Again movement and other federal and state elections.

Sheryl Gay Stolberg covers health policy for The Times from Washington. A former congressional and White
House correspondent, she focuses on the intersection of health policy and politics.
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Leo Terrell, Senior Counsel to the Attorney
General for Civil Rights, On Crushing Anti-
Semitism On Campus

Mar 19, 2025   /   Transcripts

Text Size: + –

Leo Terrell is the new Senior Counsel in the Division of Civil Rights at the DOJ, who is
leading a task force for Attorney General Pam Bondi aimed at stamping out anti-Semitism on
the campuses of the United States.

Audio:

03-19hhs-terrell

Transcript:

HH: I’m pleased to welcome to the program this morning Leo Terrell. He is senior counsel to
Attorney General Pam Bondi in the Civil Rights Division. And Leo may not remember this, but
he was my guest on the old Life and Times show that I hosted for ten years in L.A. from 1992
to 2002, because Leo and I have been doing this a while. He’s also a very expert
broadcaster, superb lawyer. He’s a young man. He’s a year younger than I am, so he’s a
young man. But I am so glad to see you at the Civil Rights Division, Leo. Welcome. How are
you?

LT: Hugh, I remember that. Was that on KCET?

HH: You bet. Life and Times.

LT: You better believe it. It was a great program. And to answer your question, I am extremely
happy. I am very happy that President Trump appointed me to this position. I’m very happy to
work with Pam Bondi. This is something that as a civil rights attorney for 30 years, it is a
privilege to serve this country, and I’m glad to be on your show.
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HH: You know, Leo, we’ve got about, out of law school about the same time, and I did a
clerkship, and then I went over to DOJ working as a special assistant for Ed Meese and Bill
Smith. And now it’s been 40 years, and I’m in radio, and you’re back at DOJ. So things turn
around. You know, things change. But you did a great thing last week. You cut off $400 million
dollars to the Columbia University in order to stop their continued non-protection of Jewish
students on their campus pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Do I have that
right?

LT: Yes, you are 100% correct. Title VI is the mechanism to defund Columbia of $400 million
dollars.

HH: So what did you actually do? Let’s wonk out and be a little bit lawyerly with me. Did you
send them a notice letter? Did you send a letter to everyone in the federal government saying
no more money for Columbia? How did it actually roll out?

LT: Well, it’s important that your viewers and listeners understand what I am doing. I am part
of a task force to combat anti-Semitism. President Trump, Hugh, issued an executive order.
He wants to eradicate anti-Semitism in this country. If you recall, the last administration turned
their backs on the Jewish-American community, turned their backs on Jewish students. So
President Trump gave Pam Bondi and the DOJ a directive. Eradicate anti-Semitism
throughout the country, and at the schools – at Columbia and Harvard, NYU, at UCLA where I
went to law school at. And so we created a task force. And part of that task force
responsibility was to go after these anti-Semitic universities that receive federal funding.
President Trump and Pam Bondi will not have taxpayers’ dollars subsidize anti-Semitic
behavior. And we’re going to take their money away.

HH: And I am applauding this. I think this is great. My alma maters are Harvard undergrad
and Michigan Law School. And you can go after then second and third. Cut them off well,
because they have not protected their Jewish students, either. UCLA is an absolute disgrace.
It’s all over this country. Anti-Semitism has exploded. I’m just wondering how you do it. I
mean, just as a practical lawyering matter, I practiced law. I’m not retired, but I’m not taking
any more clients. I just don’t know, did you send them a letter? Do you just cut the checks
off? What do you do?

LT: Well, you first of all give them notice, because remember, Hugh, they have an obligation
under Title VI to provide education opportunities and not to discriminate against protected
class status – religion, color, ethnicity. And basically, they were receiving taxpayer dollars
illegally, because they were not protecting Jewish-American citizens. And so what we did was
we basically gave them noticed, and we stopped providing the funding. And I’ve got news for
you. To Harvard, to NYU, to Michigan, same thing’s happening to them. It’s going to happen,
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because we’re going to look at the numbers of federal dollars, and Hugh, it totals in the
hundreds of millions of dollars. And we’re going after them.

HH: You are, you’re doing the Lord’s work. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 is very explicit that
you may not discriminate against students based upon their ethnicity or race, and Jews are
both an ethnicity and a race. And they’ve been discriminated against. So they shouldn’t get
any federal money. I just want to know the evidentiary basis that you’re going to use going
forward. If you’re sitting out, let’s say The Ohio State University, The Ohio State University,
the national football champions, they had some anti-Semitism last year. They brought the
hammer down on it, and they stopped it. Are they going to get a letter? I mean, what do they
have to worry about? How far back are you looking? Or are you just looking about right now?

LT: Well, no. We’re looking back in the number of years that the statute of limitations allows
us not only under Title VI, Hugh, but Title VII as well. Title VII protects the employer-employee
relationship. There are Jewish professors, Jewish student workers. So what we have is to
follow the statute of limitations on both not only Title VI, but Title VII. And it applies to all
these universities that not only receive federal funds, but have to follow the Civil Rights Act
regarding the employer-employee relationship. They can’t discriminate based on, again,
protected class status – race, religion, ethnicity.

HH: Have you got a stack of complaints from professors who feel that they’ve been
discriminated against on the…

LT: (nods yes)

HH: Good. Investigate them all. The guy whose picture is up here, Ronald Reagan, when I
was at Justice Department, his division of Civil Rights was run by William Bradford Reynolds.
His deputy was Chuck Cooper. They were the brass knuckled enforcers. They were really
good lawyers. The Civil Rights Division went way left, Leo. Did you find, is anyone on the task
force with you? Have you got anyone else to work with there, because they went way to the
left.

LT: You are 100% correct. The Civil Rights Division, when the Trump team came in, way, way,
way, let me say it again, way left. Pam Bondi, President Trump have made a determination
very simply. Everyone’s going to be treated fairly. If you’re far left, you’re not going to be part
of this DOJ team that’s going to eradicate not only anti-Semitism. The Trump and Bondi
administration just wants a level playing field. No one’s treated preferentially better than
others. Everyone’s treated equally. The Jewish community has been treated unfairly. And I
have to say this, Hugh. It’s not only at the universities. Look at these blue cities that have
turned their back on the Jewish community in New York, in Chicago and L.A. Where are the
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hate crime charges? Pam Bondi and President Trump have given us a directive to stop it. And
those cities are going to lose their funding as well.

HH: So you need prosecutors, because you can prosecute people. It’s a crime to violate
people’s civil rights. It’s not only a federal forfeiture of funds, it’s a crime. Are you going to
have enough lawyers to work with? I mean, is there anyone in the Civil Rights Division left,
because they were all wokesters? And when you came in, you knew they were all wokesters.
Have they left?

LT: Well, I’ll tell you right now. As you know, there are procedures. They safeguard for
employees who have been here for a while. We’re working through them. But I’ll tell you right
now. Pam Bondi has made it a directive. Get the work done, work through these people.
We’re hiring people, because we have an obligation to make sure Jewish-Americans can be
treated fairly at the universities, and I take that order to heart, and that’s why we’re complying
not only with Pam Bondi’s directive, but President Trump’s executive order. We’re obligated to
do it, Hugh, and we’re doing it. And not only are we going to these ten schools just as our first
step, we’re going to these four cities – [New York], Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, and talk to
their mayors, talk to their district attorneys, do the job of prosecuting hate crimes, or the U.S.
Attorneys office, the DOJ’s office, will do it for them.

HH: So going back to nuts and bolts, Leo. You’re a real lawyer, as opposed to a lot of people
who play one on TV. You’re a real lawyer. You know Columbia’s going to come at you and try
to get their money back. Have they done that, yet? Have they filed an attempt to enjoin your
enforcement action against their federal funding?

LT: Let me answer that. No, they haven’t, but they’re trying to change their ways. But it’s not
good enough. They’re talking about making changes. Not good enough. We haven’t seen the
evidence. We have not seen any type of evidence. There’s been communications, Hugh. I can
only go that far and disclose, but what they have done is not enough. And the motivation,
Hugh, is wrong. They’re only talking to us now because we took away their money. The issue
is not the money. The issue is treating Jewish-American students fairly. Are they motivated by
the money?

HH: Now you’ll remember, Leo, whenever we had findings of discrimination that were systemic
in a school district, for example, the federal judge involved would take over the school district.
I’d like to see the Department of Justice get a consent decree where Columbia gets a new
law school dean, they get a new president, a new board, a new department of history, a new
set of reasonable time, place, and manner regulations for a speech on campus that ban
masks. I’d like to see monetary payment to students whose lives were disrupted for the last
two years, because they paid a lot of, they pay $75,000 dollars to go to Columbia and they
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couldn’t go to class? I mean, I really want you to bring the hammer down. Is that your
intention?

LT: Yes. Let me think about that. Yes, yes, and yes. And I’ll tell you right now, Hugh, we have
an investigation going on against a UC regent in California. And I’ll tell you right now,
injunctive relief, pattern and practice is on the table. So we’re using every tool in the toolbox.
I’ve been a civil rights attorney for 30 years.

HH: Yeah, I know.

LT: I know how to go after these guys. And I’m telling you, I cannot thank Pam Bondi and
President Trump enough. They have told me to go after them. You talk about a hammer, I’m
talking about a hammer, a cannon, grenades. We’re going after these schools, and we’re
going to deter this conduct and make sure it never occurs again. What happened before…

HH: Give me a couple of bits of information. You need some nails. You are the hammer, but
you need some nails. You need some young lawyers, you need some special assistants. You
need Todd Blanche to return your phone call, the deputy attorney general. You need some
special assistants on the 5th floor. Is there a chain of command? Or have they just sent you
out there on the good ship Leo Terrell to go off and right wrongs? Or are they backing you
up? Are they checking in every day and making sure you’re getting what you need?

LT: I want everyone to hear this. I am blessed to have Pam Bondi and Todd Blanche. They
have given me a directive, and given me the resources I need. They have never said no when
it comes to eradicating anti-Semitism. And I’ll tell you right now, Hugh. The Trump
administration and the DOJ, we’re on the same channel. Everyone’s working together. We
have the right management team in place with Pam Bondi and Todd Blanche.

HH: Okay, last couple of questions, Leo. You started with Columbia. Who’s the next target? I
want it to be Harvard, and I want it to be Michigan, and I want it to be UCLA, but I don’t get
to pick the targets. I’m a talking head. You’re the lawyer. Who’s the next target?

LT: I’m going to give you a little breaking news. It’s one of those three schools. I can’t disclose
it right now, because I’ll get in trouble. But one of those three schools. I just gave you some
breaking news.

HH: All right, give me a little on that. How much money’s involved?

LT: (laughing)
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HH: Come on, Leo.

LT: Now you’re asking for too much. I’ll take you out to dinner. I’ll take you out to dinner.

HH: Is it bigger than Columbia?

LT: If I tell you here, I don’t want to get in trouble.

HH: Is it bigger than Columbia?

LT: President Trump and Pam Bondi are watching. They’re my bosses. I can’t breach my
relationship with my bosses. I’ll tell you right now.

HH: All right, I get it. Leo…

LT: They’re going to get the hammer.

HH: God, it is good to see you on the side of the angels, and it’s great to know that the Civil
Rights Division’s got a new Brad Reynolds and a new Chuck Cooper. God bless you. By the
way, who is the assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights? Have we got one nominated, yet?

LT: Oh, yes, we have one. And she, it’s Harmeet Dhillon.

HH: Oh, yes.

LT: She’s going to be a tsunami in here. She’s going to be great. Can’t wait for her to get
here.

HH: Now you know, this is like the old days. And I’m so happy you’re there, Leo. Keep coming
back. Keep talking to me. It’s great to have someone who knows what they’re doing on the
side of the angels. Leo Terrell, special advisor in the division of Civil Rights, Department of
Justice, thank you for joining me on the Hugh Hewitt Show.

End of interview.
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS—HARVARD 
FACULTY CHAPTER, and AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSORS,  
 

Plaintiffs, 
 

v. 
 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE, et al. 
 

Defendants. 
 

 
 
 
Case No. __________ 
 
 

 

Declaration of Caroline Light 

I, Caroline Light, declare as follows: 
 

1. I am a Senior Lecturer and Director of Undergraduate Studies in Women, Gender, 

and Sexuality Studies (“WGS”). I have been a member of Harvard University since 2008.  

2. I have a BA in history from Duke University and a PhD from the University of 

Kentucky in history, with a particular focus on gender, race, and sexuality in the United States 

South.  

3. My research explores the ways in which race, gender, and region have shaped col-

lective memory and archival silence. I have studied and written about the experience of southern 

Jewish assimilation as well as the intersection between armed self-defense, and race and gender 

violence. I teach undergraduate courses on labor history, immigration, and gun violence, and I 

advise undergraduates pursuing independent research on a variety of topics related to gender, sex-

uality, and power. 
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4. I am Jewish and have conducted significant research on Jewish history in the U.S.  

5. I am a member of the American Association of University Professors (“AAUP”) 

and AAUP – Harvard Faculty Chapter.  

6. I am over the age of 18 and competent to testify as to the matters set forth in this 

affidavit based on my own personal knowledge.  

7. I am aware that the current administration has taken a series of actions targeting 

Harvard. In particular, I am aware that on March 31, 2025, the U.S. Department of Education 

(DOE), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), and U.S. General Services Ad-

ministration (GSA) announced a comprehensive review of federal contracts and grants at Harvard 

University and its affiliates. Most recently, I am aware that on April 3, 2025, officials from the 

DOE, HHS, and GSA, sent a letter to Harvard, that was made public, and demanded that Harvard 

immediately take a long list of actions to remain a recipient of federal funding.  

8. I am aware that the demands made of Harvard are vaguely defined but include man-

dates regarding silencing pro-Palestinian political speech or political speech critical of Israel. The 

demands also target the institution’s commitment to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (“DEI”). 

9. I work in a field that is under particular scrutiny and is disfavored by the current 

administration. Specifically, my research and teaching concerns gender and sexuality studies, eth-

nic studies, African American studies, and critical race theory. I believe that the Trump admin-

istration would consider these topics “woke.” I understand that the Trump administration has not 

defined the term “woke” but instead uses it to refer to anything that the administration perceives 

as a threat to the kind of reactionary politics it is trying to instantiate. 

10. I am concerned about the future of my research because I worry that Harvard Uni-

versity may feel forced to accede to the Trump administration’s pressure. Harvard’s leadership has 
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made some statements to suggest that it intends to support academic freedom. In the face of im-

mense financial pressure, however, I worry about the future security of teaching and scholarship 

in gender and sexuality studies which has contributed to Harvard’s prominence as a vibrant and 

diverse intellectual community.  

11. If Harvard’s leadership decides to make concessions to comply with the Trump 

administration’s demands, I believe it is likely to start with the programs, centers, and departments 

that the Trump administration would identify as “woke.” Studies of Women, Gender, and Sexual-

ity could then become a target, with enhanced scrutiny on its curricular offerings and research. The 

work that WGS does is likely to be viewed as a threat to the exclusionary values the Trump ad-

ministration seeks to implement nationwide. My position as the Director of Undergraduate Studies 

in WGS is thus vulnerable. 

12. I do not have tenure, which makes me particularly vulnerable to the administra-

tion’s demands for budget cuts.  

13. As the Director of Undergraduate Studies in WGS, I work closely with more junior 

lecturers and pre-tenure faculty. From my personal conversations with junior colleagues, I can tell 

that they are fearful of losing their jobs. Lecturers’ positions are among the most precarious, and 

they stand to lose the most if Harvard’s leadership decides to make concessions to comply with 

the Trump administration’s demands.  

14. I have witnessed a chilling effect on scholarly and pedagogical innovation as a di-

rect result of the Trump administration’s attacks on higher education. My colleagues teaching on 

topics related to gender and sexuality – not only in my program, but also in other departments – 

have been targeted and doxed based on the titles and intellectual foci of their courses. These attacks 
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are harmful to academic freedom and freedom of expression, and they are likely to increase if 

institutions, like Harvard, feel forced to comply with the administration’s demands. 

15. I also worry about the mental health of my students. Many of them are women, 

first-generation college students, queer, low-income, non-white, non-U.S. citizens, gender nonbi-

nary, and/or transgender. They are socially and politically vulnerable. In this moment, many are 

demoralized and worried about whether their university will protect them if they are targeted by 

the Trump administration.  

16. The Trump administration’s demands have led to a chilling impact on the academic 

environment at Harvard. I have observed that students are becoming more fearful about sharing 

their perspectives in public fora. Last semester, the fall of 2024, I taught a general education class 

about gun violence. I sought to create an environment where students could speak freely about the 

impacts of firearm violence in their own lives and share and challenge their own beliefs about 

these important issues without fear. I worked hard to present a multiplicity of sometimes conflict-

ing perspectives about guns and “gun rights” and encouraged students to debate the complexities 

of our nation’s historic and contemporary approach to gun violence. I shared my own critical re-

search on the unjust and deadly effects of “stand your ground” laws. Given the current administra-

tion’s efforts to abolish bipartisan efforts to prevent gun violence and their efforts to undermine 

and defund empirical research, I am thankful that I am not teaching that class now.  

17. I feel the chilling effects of the demand letter around campus. For example, one of 

my children gave me a keffiyeh as a Hannukah gift. I wear it as a reminder of my obligation as a 

Jew, to use my relative privilege to participate in tikkun olam, or healing the world. For me, that 

means caring about and responding to the suffering of others, like those who are experiencing 

genocide in Gaza. There is nothing Antisemitic in my expression of care for and solidarity with 
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Palestinian people. And yet, I have become more cautious about sharing my thoughts on issues 

related to Palestine and Israel, in the classroom as well as on campus more generally. I also worry 

that, when I wear my keffiyeh in public, I may be inviting physical harm or violence. I want my 

institution to continue to be a space of intellectual innovation and freedom of expression, but the 

vague demands from the Trump administration stand as a direct threat to these core values.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct.  

 
Dated: _April 11, 2025_____  Signed:      

      Caroline Light 
      Senior Lecturer and Director of  
      Undergraduate Studies in Women, Gender,  
      and Sexuality Studies 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

 

 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF 
UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS—HARVARD 
FACULTY CHAPTER, and AMERICAN 
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSORS,  
 

Plaintiffs, 
 

v. 
 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE, et al. 
 

Defendants. 
 

 
 
 
Case No. __________ 
 
 

 

Declaration of Meredith Rosenthal 

I, Meredith Rosenthal, declare as follows: 
 

1. I am the C. Boyden Gray Professor of Health Economics and Policy in the Depart-

ment of Health Policy and Management at the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health. I am 

also the Director of Graduate Studies for the Harvard PhD Program in Health Policy. I previously 

served as the Associate Dean for Diversity at the Harvard School of Public Health for 8 years, 

overseeing the Office of Diversity and Inclusion. I joined the Harvard University faculty in 1998.  

2. I earned my B.A. in International Relations from Brown University in 1990 and my 

PhD in Health Policy from Harvard University in 1998. 

3. My research focuses on policies to improve affordability, equity, and access to 

healthcare in the United States. This includes the design and impact of market-based health policy 

mechanisms, with a particular focus on the use of financial incentives to alter consumer and 
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provider behavior. I have advised federal and state policymakers in healthcare payment policy and 

its implementation.  

4. My work has been published in the New England Journal of Medicine, the Journal 

of the American Medical Association, Health Affairs, and numerous other peer-reviewed journals. 

In 2014, I was elected to the National Academy of Medicine. I also serve on advisory boards for 

the Peterson Center on Health Care, The Source on Health Care Price and Competition, and the 

LGBTQ Health Center of Excellence. 

5. I am a member of the American Association of University Professors (“AAUP”) 

and AAUP – Harvard Faculty Chapter. 

6. I am over the age of 18 and competent to testify as to the matters set forth in this 

affidavit based on my own personal knowledge.  

7. I am aware that the current administration has taken a series of actions targeting 

Harvard. In particular, I am aware that on March 10, 2025, the federal government sent a letter to 

Harvard and other universities warning of potential enforcement actions. I am aware that on March 

31, 2025, the federal government announced a comprehensive review of federal contracts and 

grants at Harvard University and its affiliates. Most recently, I am aware that on April 3, 2025, 

officials from the Trump administration sent a letter to Harvard, that was made public, demanding 

that Harvard immediately implement a long list of “reforms” to remain a recipient of federal fund-

ing (the “Demand Letter”). I have read the demands listed in the Demand Letter. 

8. I am also aware of public statements made by the Trump administration beginning 

in early 2025 attacking the work of university researchers and the integrity of the university, and 

making a variety of threats about ways the federal government intends to use its authority to im-

pose a moving target list of demands on Harvard.  
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9. I am aware of the cancellation of $400 million in federal grants and contracts to 

Columbia University and the changes Columbia agreed to implement as a result of these funding 

cuts and other Trump administration demands. Colleagues in my department and I have been fol-

lowing what has been going on at Columbia and there has been a lot of discussion, fear, and un-

certainty. I am also aware that even though Columbia capitulated to the Trump administration’s 

demands, Columbia’s federal funding has not been restored. 

10. It is my understanding that Harvard preemptively took a series of actions in antici-

pation of similar threats to cancel its federal funding and in response to threats made by the Trump 

administration targeted at Harvard beginning in early 2025. Harvard implemented a blanket hiring 

freeze across campus in anticipation of the administration’s actions, which extended into research 

assistant positions funded by federal grants.  

Research Funding 

11. Approximately sixty percent of my salary comes from research grants, including 

those funded by National Institutes of Health (“NIH”) and The Agency for Healthcare Research 

and Quality. Harvard pays a portion of my salary for my non-research work, including teaching 

students and co-directing the Health Policy PhD program, but federal funding has provided critical 

support for my work over the course of my career.     

12. I am, for example, the co-investigator on a research grant from the National Insti-

tute on Minority Health and Health Disparities program at NIH with a fellow Harvard colleague. 

The grant, titled “Evaluating an Intervention to Improve Medication Access and Quality of Care 

for Underserved Populations with Chronic Conditions,” funds research to improve health out-

comes and eliminate health disparities. More specifically, we are studying how a tool designed to 

help physicians offer their patients lower cost medication alternatives can help reduce out-of-
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pocket costs and increase medication adherence among people with chronic conditions. One aim 

of the research is to understand whether the tool differentially benefits patients based on their 

socioeconomic status and geographic location. 

13. The grant provides almost $2.5 million in federal funding over 3.5 years. We cur-

rently have one more year left on our funding term. Grant funding provides salary support for four 

faculty at Harvard (including myself), two research assistants, a PhD student, and collaborators at 

two other institutions.  

14. As discussed above, Harvard has instituted a hiring freeze in anticipation of threats 

by the Trump administration. The hiring freeze has impacted my team directly: even though we 

currently still have the funding to cover the salaries of our team members, we have been unable to 

extend the employment of an invaluable research colleague of mine whose work is instrumental 

to parsing through the data from our study and interpreting its results, nor hire the research assis-

tants we need to help out with our study day-to-day.   

15. A loss of NIH funding would be devastating for our health policy research. Without 

federal funding, we would quickly run out of money to continue our work and would likely have 

to stop our study entirely. It would be almost impossible to raise private, foundation funding to 

finish our research if our federal funding were to be cut because there are so few funding sources 

for data-heavy projects. We would not receive substantive answers to questions we have spent 

many resources trying to answer. This also very quickly would lead to gaps in grant research, 

which may be career-ending, particularly for our PhD students and my non-tenured junior col-

leagues.  

16. We also undoubtedly would have to let go of some of our staff if the NIH rescinds 

our grant money. Our staff are entirely grant-funded; their positions are contingent in part on NIH 

Case 1:25-cv-10910-ADB     Document 5-28     Filed 04/11/25     Page 5 of 8



5 

funding. The grants also fund graduate student summer research, providing PhD students with the 

valuable opportunity to produce written work product about their research. None of this would be 

possible without federal funding. 

17. A loss of federal funds would make collaboration across institutions much more 

challenging. Ambitious, federally-funded programs, like the one I conduct research under, allow 

multiple faculty members from different disciplines to work closely together and produce more 

robust research. Those opportunities for academic discourse and innovation would vanish, even if 

we were able to secure smaller, private funding sources.  

18. It feels futile to apply for additional NIH funding while the Trump administration 

continues to wage a war against academic and research freedom. I believe my current grant and 

future grants I could apply for fall within the funding the Trump administration has threatened to 

withhold from Harvard.   

19. I am very worried about what will happen with our upcoming annual renewal. Our 

federal grants are re-authorized every year (in this case on June 1), in what is typically a very 

routine process that involves providing some reporting on how the funds were spent and progress 

made on the study. This year, however, in light of the tumultuousness around federal funding, 

whether the NIH renews our grant is more uncertain than ever. While our whole team has been 

working overtime to squeeze in as much work as possible while we still have our grant funding, 

there is simply no way we will be able to finish our research before our grants are up for renewal. 

This rush to squeeze in as much work as possible under threat of funding termination could affect 

the quality of our research and has taken a significant toll on the entire team.  

20. In addition, as a tenured professor and longtime graduate student advisor, I can 

confidently say that a funding cut would have catastrophic effects on all those involved, 
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particularly on my junior colleagues. I am particularly fearful that any colleagues who are coming 

up for tenure will be denied tenure if their research falls under the broad areas for “reform” listed 

in the Demand Letter.  

Impact on Speech and Academic Freedom  

21. I firmly believe that equity is at the root of public policy—I have dedicated my 

career to improving health and affordability for everyone, both through my research and by over-

seeing the school’s Office of Diversity and Inclusion (from 2013-2018) to improve diversity, eq-

uity and inclusion of those who work in the industry and on our campus. I worry that the Trump 

administration will label my focus on equitable access to healthcare as an “ideologically captured” 

DEI program and demand that the school “shutter” the program, particularly because of my former 

diversity-related administrative role, but because of the vagueness of the Demand Letter, I cannot 

be sure.   

22. As the Director of Graduate Studies and a PhD advisor, I interact closely with Har-

vard’s health policy doctoral students on a daily basis. I have had heartbreaking conversations with 

my graduate students about the risks associated with pursuing questions and topics related to the 

administration’s political agenda due to fear that it will inhibit their ability to receive federal grants 

and find an academic job. Receiving federal grants is not just about the funds themselves—it is a 

key indication that your peers recognize the rigor and caliber of your work because federal grant 

applications are always peer-reviewed. This is already having an immediate effect on the questions 

that Harvard’s brightest minds are choosing to examine and discuss and sends a powerful message 

to our students about the priorities of the administration.   

23. I have been anticipating the loss of federal funds and its wide-reaching ramifica-

tions, including the potential impact of demands the Trump administration may issue to avoid the 

loss of funds, since January. Those fears spiked when the Trump administration began calling out 
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Harvard explicitly, and have only compounded in the last month since Harvard received the De-

mand Letter.  

24. That fear was felt across campus. During our most recent admissions cycle, it forced 

our school to confront painful new realities about our financial capacity for accepting new students. 

During this recent admissions season, which ended at the end of March 2025, many of the PhD 

programs in the Harvard T.H. Chan School of Public Health admitted fewer students, and our 

Global Health program accepted no new students at all. With the vulnerable state of our federal 

funding, many programs determined they needed to contract in size in order to meet existing com-

mitments to current PhD students without federal funds.  

25. I am scared to submit this testimony and identify myself publicly. However, I feel 

strongly about both the importance of my work for public health and about protecting academic 

freedom. As a tenured faculty member and respected academic in my field, I feel a particular 

responsibility to speak out from my place of relative security in defense of the students and junior 

professors at Harvard who are unable to speak so publicly for fear of retaliation against themselves 

or their loved ones.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that the 

foregoing is true and correct.  

 

Dated: April 11, 2025   Signed: ___________________    

    Meredith B. Rosenthal, PhD. 
    C. Boyden Gray Professor of Health Economics and Policy 
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