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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA

ALEXANDRIA DIVISION

)
RAPIDES PARISH SCHOOL BOARD, )
)
Plaintiff, )
)

V. ) Case No. 1:25-CV-00070-DDD-JPM
)
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF )
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, )
etal., )
)
Defendants. )
)

NOTICE OF SUPPLEMENTAL AUTHORITY

Defendants respectfully notify the Court of the Eleventh Circuit’s recent decision in
Floridav. Department of Health and Human Services (“HHS”), No. 25-12095, 2026 WL 2618386
(11th Cir. Sept. 4, 2026) (per curiam).

In Florida, the State of Florida and the Catholic Medical Association challenged the same
provisions of HHS’s Section 1557 regulations that the Rapides Parish School Board (“School
Board”) challenges in Count II of the complaint in this action. The Florida plaintiffs asserted that
the Secretary of HHS “exceeded his authority when he defined sex discrimination to include
discrimination based on gender identity.” 2026 WL 2618386, at *4. The Florida plaintiffs sought
vacatur as well as declaratory and injunctive relief. Id. at *4-5. Following the change in
administrations, the district court dismissed the case as moot. Id. at *6.

In a unanimous decision, the Eleventh Circuit dismissed the appeal as moot. Id. at *8-10.
The Court explained that in Tennessee v. Kennedy, 807 F. Supp. 3d 613 (S.D. Miss. 2025), a district
court universally vacated “those provisions in the 2024 Rule that expanded the statutory definition
of sex discrimination to include gender-identity discrimination.” Id. at *8 (citation modified).

Because that vacatur “had the effect of nullifying and revoking those provisions,” the Eleventh
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Circuit “conclude[d] that it is impossible for [Florida and the Catholic Medical Association] to

obtain ‘meaningful relief” in this lawsuit.” Id. (quotation marks omitted).

This Court should similarly hold that the School Board’s claims in Count II for pre-

enforcement judicial review of the same provisions of HHS’s Section 1557 regulations are moot.

See Compl. 99 76-98.
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